
AMMAN. (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
attended Friday prayers at Aii Ibn Abu Taieb 
Mosque in Baq'a refugee cam p and listened to a 
pennon delivered "by Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Sheikh Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat- 

- In his sermon, Khayyat reviewed the difficult 
Circumstances that the early Muslims passed 
-^through and the sacrifices they made in defence 
of justice and God’s message on earth. Stressing 
’ that the faithful are always firm in thier belief and 
guided by God’s wisdom, Khayyat said that the 
u n f aithful stir discord and perpetrate injustice. 

_ Khayyat said that since assuming his constitu- 
tional responsibilities. His Majesty King Hussein 
worked for the progress and the best of the 
country. 

- Khayyat addressed the King and said* “We 
know that you give aid to the poor, help students 
through scholarships, contribute to the treatment 




number of matters related to sleepless nights 
spent on exerting unstinting efforts for the sons of 
your country. You have been working day and 
night for their best and for meeting their needs. 
You have also been a compassionate father who 
entrenched security and stability in our country.” 

Attending Friday prayers were also His Royal 
Highness Crown Pnnce Hassan, His Highness 
Prince Faisal Ibn A1 Hussein, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi, Royal Court 
Chief Thouqan AI Hindawt, senior civilian and 
military officials, and citizens. 

At the conclusion of prayers, the citizens 
shouted slogans in support of the King reaffirm- 
ing their confidence in his leadership. 




Jordan rejects 


BUZZING SOUQ: ‘EH AI Fitr shoppers 
throng the do w n t ow n shopping area ahead of the 


‘dmitt^rA ■ 


feast, which begins Saturday (photo by Yousef AI 
‘Allan) 


■EM AI Fitr begins today 


rufftti - 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ■ The chief 
Islamic justice announced Friday 
that Satnrday was the first day of 
‘Eid Ai Fltr. In a statement car- 
ried on Radio Jordan, he said the 
moon of Shawwal was sighted 
Friday evening and therefore 
Saturday was the first day of the 
month of Shawwal, marking the 
end of "the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

On this occasion. His Majesty 
King .Hussein received congra- 
tulatory cables from senior states- 
men as wefl as representatives of 
official and pubtid institutions. 

rln their cables they expressed 
pride in the King’s leadership and 
' endeavours to develop Jordan in 
all fields. ‘ They also praised his 
nationalist positions toward the 


Palestinian cause and Arab 
issues. 

They also hoped that the 
celebration of this feast next year 
would be accompanied by the 
restoration of holy places and AI 
Aqsa Mosque as well as progress 
of the Arab Cooperation 
Council. 

Cables were sent by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
the ministers, the speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament, the 
Upper House members, the chief 
of staff, the directors of the Pub- 
lic Security , General Intelligence 
and CivQ Defence departments 
and representatives of official and 
public institutions. 

The King also received congra- 
tulatory cables from Arab and 


Sporadic shelling in Beirut; 
Arabs ready observer unit 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Gunners 
shelled Jbebanon’s rightist-held 
ports Friday as Arab countries 
prepared a six-country observer 
force,!*) go to Beirut to monitor a 
week-old shaky, ceasefire. 

- Security sources said a few 
salvoes of shells and rockets were 
fired at harbours in east Beirut 
and the resort of Jonnieh. 

' A- few shells crashed into re- 
sidential areas, they added. 

There 'were no reports of 
casualties. 

The 'shooting breached an 
Arab-mediated ceasefire called 
after six weeks of merciless bom- 
bardments between Syrian and 
Lebanese militia forces and main- 
ly Christian Lebanese troops in 
which nearly 300 people died. 

In Damascus, a Kuwaiti 
embassy spokesman said that 
Kuwaiti. Brigadier Ali AI Mou- 
rned would head a 321-strong 
Arab force to be sent to monitor 
the ceasefire declared by the 
Arab Teague last Friday. 

He did not say when the troops 
in the observer force, to include 
men from Kuwait. Algeria, Tuni- 
sia, Sudan, Jordan and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, would go to 
.Lebanon. 

The Arab League has stipu- 
lated that the observers would 
not be deployed, unless all war- 
rim factions silenced their guns. 

Two Arab League envoys re- 
turned to Damascus Thursday 
after talks in Bemzt which failed 
to consolidate the ceasefire. 

The envoys — Lakhdar Ibrahi- 
mi, an Algerian,. and Abdul Aziz 
Al Jassem , Kuwait's ambassador 
to Syria —said they would return 
late next week after the *Eid Al. 
Rtr feast tofinalise arrangements 
for d^fojafig the Arab observer 
force. 1 " ?' , 


But chances of an early deploy- 
ment of the force appeared dim. 

Sources, requesting anonym- 
ity, told the AP the alliance of 
Syrian troops and Lebanese Prog- 
ressive Socialist Party (PSP) mili- 
tia had served notice it would not 
stop she-Hin g rightist-controlled 
ports before the arrival of the 
force. 

Arab diplomats had said last 
week that the alliance told the 
envoys the military blockade of 
militia ports was preventing die 
ceasefire. 

Army commander Major- 
General Michel Aoun agreed 
Wednesday to suspend for three 
months the sea blockade he im- 
posed on March 6 on militia 
ports, the lifelines for the private 
armies. ^ 

Aouri’s bid to extend his au- 
thority triggered some of the 
worst fighting in Lebanon's 14- 
year-old civil war. 

Aoun beads a military govern- 
ment vying for power with a 
civilian caretaker cabinet backed 
by Syria. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad criticising Aoun Wednes- 
day said Syria would never allow 
the defeat of its Lebanese friends, 
who he said were fighting for 
Lebanese unity. 

“The problem in Lebanon is an 
internal problem, a problem of an 
oppressor and oppressed people. 
It is a problem of an unjust 
system,” said Assad, referring to 
the division of political power 
along sectarian lines. 

According to published reports 
Friday, agreement has been 
readied on die numbers in the 
observer force. Jordan will send 
28 officers* nine non-commis- 
sioned officers and 11 soldiers; 


Tunisia 29 officers, nine non- 
commissioned officers and 23 sol- 
diers; Algeria 29 officers, 12 non- 
commissioned officers and 13 sol- 
diers; Sudan 26 officers, 10 non- 
commissioned officers and 12 sol- 
diers; Kuwait 29 officers, eight 
non-commissioned officers and 
18 soldiers; North Yemen 28 
officers, seven non-commissioned 
officers and 20 soldiers. 

In Kuwait, the daily Al Qabas 
said tbe bead of the Observer 
force was Kuwait's Defence 
Ministry liaison officer to the 
Arab League. 

Quoting informed sources, the 
paper said that Mo ’men has been 
chosen for this post because of his 
“long experience as a military 
commander,” mentioning that he 
took part in the battles against 
Israel in Syria and the Sinai in the 
1967 war. 

The paper said that additional- 
ly, Mo'men attended military 
courses in several European 
states and spoke English and 
French. 

The U.S. state department 
Thursday praised tbe decision by 
Aoun to lift his blockacde of 
-militia-run ports. 

“General Aoun’s decision can 
strengthen the political process 
under way to restore Lebanon's 
security and stability and to end 
the suffering of the Lebanese,'* 
spokeswoman Margaret TutwDer 
said. 

Tbe State Department urged 
all parties in Lebanon to cooper- 
ate with the Arab League media- 
tion effort. 

Tutwiler also called on the 
Arab League to renew its efforts 
to bring Lebanon's various fac- 
tions to negotiations on power- 
sharing reforms. 
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His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal, Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 


and other senior officials perform Friday prayers 
at Ah Ibn Abu Taieb Mosque in Baq'a refugee 
camp (Petra photo) 





Shamir encourages Israelis to use arms 


Clash in Gaza; thousands 
denied entry to Al Aqsa 


world leaders on the occasion of 
•Eid Al Fitr. 

In their cables, tbe leaders 
praised King Hussein's efforts to 
achieve peace on the regional and 
international levels, particularly 
his endeavours to reach a peace- 
ful settlement of the Middle East 
question through the convocation 
of an international peace confer- 
ence. They also lauded bilateral 
relations in ail areas. 

Summer time 

Jordan will switch to summer 
time as of midnight Sunday/ 
Monday, May 7/8, and be two 
hours ahead of Greenwich 
meantime instead of three 
hours. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Five Palestinians 
were wounded in clashes with 
Israeli soldiers, four of them in 
tbe Shajayeah neighbourhood of 
Gaza City. Friday. Reporters said 
masked youths left mosques after 
noon prayers and started setting 
fires and blocking streets. 

Israeli forces sealed off occu- 
pied Jerusalem, turning back 
dozens of Palestinian motorists 
from the occupied territories to 
pre-empt demonstrations at Al 
Aqsa Mosque on the last Friday 
of Ramadan, witnesses said. 

Police used force to subdue a 
man denied access to Ai Aqsa, 
but avoided a clash with the 
worshippers who did attend the 
■Friday prayers. 

In the West Bank, witnesses 
said tear-gas was fired inside a 
mosque in Ramallah during a 
demonstration after Friday 
prayers. 

Nablus, Hebron and Ramallah, 
the three biggest West Bank 
towns with a combined popula- 
tion of more than 200,000, were 
ordered closed to outsiders. 
Troops confined the 27,000 
Palestinians of Jenin in the West 


Bank to their houses. 

Mohammad AJ Kafrawi, who 
delivered a sermon at Al Aqsa. 
protested that the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities prevented hun- 
dreds of thousands from coming 
to the mosque. 

“They are hurting the doctrine 
of Islam. I warn Israeli author- 
ities not to interfere with the 
basic tenets of our faith. This will 
only worsen the situation and 
increase hatred,” be said. 

Reporters saw Israeli soldiers 
in the West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem and Ramallah turning back 
Arab motorists who were headed 
in tbe direction of Jerusalem. 

In the village of Jabal Muka- 
bar, police arrested about 20 
Palestinians after clashes fol- 
lowed the funeral of Mohamamd 
Masbal. He died Thursday of 
burns sustained when his car ex- 
ploded near the central police 
station last week. • 

Police said Mastaal was carrying 
large amounts of flammable li- 
quids and intended to blow up the 
police station. But police spokes- 
man Uti Sandouri later said it was 
no longer certain that Masha! 
intended a carbombing. 


Israeli Prime Minister. Yitzhak 
Shamir, visiting victims of an 
Arab stabbing attack, said Friday 
Israeli citizens should make sure 
assailants don’t escape un- 
scathed. 

Shamir visited a hospital where 
two survivors were recovering 
from Wednesday's attack, in 
which two Israelis were killed and 
three others wounded as they sat 
at a bus stop in Jerusalem. 

Such incidents “anger us,” and 
“we have to act against this,” 
Shamir said. 

He noted that a large contin- 
gent of police reinforcements, be- 
lieved to number 3,000, have 
been deployed in Jerusalem to 
prevent further attacks during the 
‘Eid Al Fitr holiday. 

But he added that Israeli civi- 
lians also had to play a role. 

“I think the general public and 
tbe Jewish public must do their 
utmost in order to defend them- 
selves and in order to prevent 
murderers from doing their 
deeds, and in order to prevent 
them from coming out unscathed 
if they succeed in doing some- 
thing,” Shamir said in remarks 
(Continued on page 3) 


S. Arabia 
to attend 
Morocco 
summit 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
gave its official approval Fri- 
day For a proposed Arab sum- 
mit to be held in Morocco. 

“King Fahd has welcomed 
tbe extr aor dinary summ i t in 
Morocco... and said Saudi 
Arabia would attend that sum- 
mit,” the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA), received in Cyprus, 
said. 

The king accepted the invita- 
tion during talks in Mecca with 
Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Latif FBafi. The agency 
did not say if he the king would 
represent Saudi Arabia at the 
summit. 

King Fahd, who plays a ma- 
jor. rote in mediating between 
Arab leaders, had hoped to 
convene an ordinary and fufl 
Arab summit, with Egypt’s 
participation, in Riyadh earlier 
this year. 

But inter-Arab differences 
prevented the meeting, diplo- 
mats said. 

King Fahd and most Arab 
leaders want Egypt to attend 
the Morocco summit though 
Lebanon* Syria and Libya stiD 
do not have diplomatic ties 
with Cairo. 

Arab leaders, who first met 
in 1964, have faded so far to 
convene an ordinary summit 
since meeting in Fez, Morocco, 
in 1982 but have held several 
extraordinary summits since to 
discuss pressing issues. 

King Hassan of Morocco, 
who resigned as Arab League 
chairman in Angnst 1986 after 
r e ceiving then Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres earlier 
that year, sent envoys last 
month to several Arab states, 
including Egypt* to discuss 
summit preparations. 

The summit Is expected to 
convene by the end of the 
.month or in early Jane. 


Baker to send top 
aide to Mideast 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker will send a top aide to the 
Middle East next week to test 
support for U.S. peace efforts. 

Dennis Ross, who heads tbe 
State Department's policy plan- 
ning staff and counsels Baker on 
events in tbe region, wfl) hold 
talks in Israel, Egypt and Jordan. 

Ross will be accompanied by 
Daniel Kurtzer. a specialist on 
the Middle East who is on his 
staff, said the official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. Kurt- 
zer is a holdover from tbe Reagan 
administration where he also con- 
centrated on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Ross will go to the Middle East 
from Moscow after participating 
in talks Baker will hold with 
Soviet leaders. Tbe search for a 
negotiating formula Is one of the 
major regional issues Baker in- 
tends to discuss with President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

An Israeli foreign ministry 


spokesman said a five-member 
U.S. team would make a one-day 
visit with tbe official purpose of 
reporting on the Moscow talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
'Shamir unveiled a plan for elec- 
tions in tbe occupied territories 
when visiting Washington last 
month. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Arab leaders 
have already rejected the plan in 
its original form and content. 

Shamir and Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin are expected to 
present a joint plan for elections 
to the Israeli cabinet wi thin 10 
days, political sources said 
Thursday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens Friday rejected France’s 
offer to share details of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s meet-' 
ings in Paris. Arens’ spokesman 
said. 

Arens spokesman Danny. 
Naveh said Israel has “no interest 
in receiving the French report.” 


Bonn: No U.S. proposal 
received on SNF row 



BONN (Agencies) — West Ger- 
many denied Friday that it had 
received proposals from U.S. 
President George Bush on ways 
to end the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation’s (NATO) rift over 
short-range nuclear missiles 
(SNF). 

While still opposing early talks 
with Moscow on reducing the 
missiles. Bush said in Washington 
Thursday be was awaiting Bonn's 
reply to U.S. proposals which 
could solve the dispute. 

The argument has divided tbe 
Western alliance ahead of its 40th 
anniversary summit later this 
month. 

Government spokesman Hans 
Klein said Bonn had not received 
any ideas from Washington since 
the missile controversy erupted 
last month. 

“The government is not famil- 
iar with any new proposals from 
the United States,” Klein told a 
news conference. “We have not 


received any word at all from 
Washington (on missiles).” 

A U.S. administration official 
said Thursday one option was a 
unilateral NATO cut in short- 
range weapons — providing 
Bonn matched this with a willing- 
ness to modernise ageing Lance 
missiles based on West German 
soil. 

The idea of thinning out nuc- 
lear artillery rounds in West Ger- 
many in exchange for upgrading 
the Lance has been discussed for 
more than a year in the 16-nation 
alliance. 

Bonn says it will not commit 
itself to a decision on a Lance 
successor until 1992. Meanwhile, 
it is pushing for early talks with 
Moscow on reducing SNF. 

Klein said Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dierrich Genscher and De- 
fence Minister Gerhard Stolten- 
berg reaffirmed that position in a 
joint letter to U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker this week. 


By A tails 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An official Jorda- 
nian spokesman Friday rejected 
as “pure fabrication” a report by 
Israel's Hebrew daily Haaretz 
that Jordan bad sought to enter a 
joint “defence pact” with the 
Zionist state to face what the 
paper described as the “potential 
threat” stemming from the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state. 

The spokesman said Jordan’s 
position vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
question and the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to establish an inde- 
pendent state on its own territory 
was well known to Israel and to 
the rest of the world and that it 
needed no evidence or proof. 

“The (Israeli) animosity to- 
wards the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on Palestinian 
territory and the fear of recognis- 
ing Palestinian rights is an all too 
well known position, " the 
spokesman, quoted by tbe Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, said. 

Jordan’s July 1988 deci- 
sion to sever legal and adminis- 
trative ties with the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank was seen by 
many as the firsr concrete step 
leading to the declaration by the 
Palestine National Council of an 
independent Palestinian state on 
Nov. 15. 

“Jordan’s decision to sever leg- 
al and administrative ties with the 
West Bank was the solid basis for 
the Palestinian initiative calling 
for the establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state on 


Palestinian territory,” the 
spokesman quoted by Petra 
noted. 

The spokesman said the 
Haaretz report was an obvious 
Israeli propaganda stunt aimed at 
stalling the peace process and 
thwarting Palestinian and Arab 
peace initiatives. 

“Israeli attempts at casting 
doubts over the Palestinian state, 
and raising concern over its dan- 
ger to Israel or the area... is an 
Israeli propaganda game and an 
indication of the stagnant Israeli 
political mentality which refuses 
to recognise facts and constantly 
searches for imaginary reasons to 
block the march for peace,” the 
spokesman said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has proposed elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
elect Palestinian representatives 
who would negotiate Camp- 
David style “autonomy” for 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. Tbe plan was viewed by 
many as an attempt to create an 
alternative leadership to that of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and to stall the 
peace process in the area. 

Jordan has said that elections 
in the occupied territories were 
welcome as long as they were pan 
of a broader process leading to a 
comprehensive peace settlement. 
Amm an has also said that the 
final decision on tbe election 
issue rests with the PLO, in its 
capacity as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people. 


Gunmen threaten 
to kill W. German 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Gunmen said to be Lebanese 
threatened Friday to kill a West 
German relief worker kidnapped 
in South Lebanon unless an Arab 
jailed in Cyprus was freed, 
Palestinian and security sources 
said. 

Militiamen with photographs 
of the hostage identifying him as 
“Marcus Quint" searched cars at 
checkpoints around the southern 
port of Sidon to try and trace 
him . 

The death threat was relayed 
by two other West Germans re- 
leased at dawn about 12 hours 
after the three were seized as they 
drove through Sidon. The jailed 
Arab was not identified. 

In Nicosia, Interior Minister 
Christodoulos Veniamin said: 
“Up to oow the Cyprus govern- 
ment has received no such re- 
quest (for the release of a prison- 
er) from anyone." 

Mustapha Saad, whose militia- 
men control Sidon, told Reuters . 
the kidnappers were Lebanese 
and contacts were underway to 
free tbe kidnapped man. 

Saad, who met Heinrich 
Smiebig, 48, and Petra Scbnitz- 
ler, 26, at his home after their 
release, refused to elaborate. 
'They appeared tired and refused 
to answer reporters’ questions. 

The two employees of the 
Asma Humanitas Relief Agency 
(AHRA) were whisked off to 
their bouse guarded by Amal 
militiamen in tbe Zahrani area 
south of Sidon. 

Tbe missing man was initially 
identified as “M arcus Michael.” 


But a name on the back of his 
photographs identified him as 24- 
year-old Marcus Quint. 

Tbe kidnappers threatened to 
kill the hostage if the two re- 
leased Germans disclosed any in- 
formation about the trio’s abduc- 
tion, a Palestinian officer said 
Friday. 

Another Palestinian officer 
said the kidnapping was linked to 
the case of Mohammad Ali 
Hamadi. a Lebanese on trial in 
West Germany on murder and air 
piracy charges. 

“The released two told me they 
are scared because the kidnap- 
pers have threatened to kill their 
third colleague if they revealed 
any information about their 
abduction," said Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Wajih Abu Ali. 

Abu Ali is commander of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO’s) military police in 
Sidon. 

The West German ambassa- 
dor to Lebanon could not im- 
mediately confirm the report, and 
a government spokesman in West 
Germany appeared to caste 
doubt on the kidnapping by not- 
ing the two had disappeared and 
reappeared under similar cir- 
cumstances a year ago. 

“I have no confirmation what- 
soever about the third kidnap- 
ping," said Ambassador Wolf- 
gang Gottelman. "We are still 
trying to find the facts." 

In West Germany, the chief 
judge in the Hamadi trial vowed 
Friday the proceedings would not 
be influenced by the kidnappings. 
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Two young Sudanese boys smite as they collect 
corn kernels on the airstrip as an overland refer 
food convoy stretches behind them with Kenyan 


drivers and their Sudan 
Army escorts 


People’s Liberation 


Sudan likely to give qualified 
response to rebel ceasefire 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuters 

KHARTOUM — Sudan was likely to give 
only a qualified response to a ceasefire 
announced unilaterally by southern rebels de- 
spite the prime minister welcoming the move, 
according to Western diplomats. 

“As Garang's announcement stands, it sounds 
like he is doing the army a favour." said one 
diplomat. “It smacks of arrogance." 

Guerrilla leader John Garang announced the 
one-month ceasefire Monday, describing it as a 
gesture of goodwill towards Prime Minister 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi ’s government. Garang said he 
was making the gesture despite the govern men t‘s 
failure to implement a peace accord reached last 
November between his Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) and the Democratic Unionist 
Party, a member of the ruling coalition. 

The diplomats, however, said Sudanese army- 
chiefs viewed as humiliating Garang’s condition 
that the SPLA would consider as a hostile act any 
troop movement during the ceasefire. 

The diplomats said they believed Garang’s 
surprise ceasefire announcement was the result 
of weeks of pressure on the U.S.-educated 
former army colonel to respond positively to 
Khartoum's recent peace overtures. 

They said the United States had pressed 
Garang to make the move, largely on the grounds 
that it would facilitate the movement of relief 
supplies to famine victims in south Sudan. 

Mahdi has said his government, formed in 
March under pressure from army generals want- 
ing an end to the war, would match every SPLA 
move towards a peaceful settlement. 

But he said in remarks published Thursday that 
his government must look into the issue before 
announcing its official position on the ceasefire. 


The official Sudan News Agency (SUN A) said 
Mahdi was due to chair a meeting of the national 
defence council to study the SPLA announce- 
ment. Hie council is the highest government 
body on military and security issues. Its members 
include the ministers of defence, interior and 
finance. 

The diplomats, however, said Mahdi was not 
likely to make any announcement on the issue 
until Saturday when he is due to give a televised 
speech. 

The independent Khartoum daily A1 Sudani 
said Thursday that the Sudanese military lead- 
ership did not feel obliged to observe the 
ceasefire since it had not received official noti- 
fication from the SPLA on such a move. 

The SPLA. estimated to number about 40,000 
men, has been on a winning streak against army 
troops since late last year. It has captured more 
than 10 garrison towns since February alone. 

It says it has been fighting in the south since 
1983 to end what it sees as domination over the 
vast and oil-rich region by the north. 

The diplomats said they believed Kbartoum 
would propose some sort of mechanism should be 
created to ensure the SPLA did not reinforce its 
positions during the ceasefire and possibly the 
creation of a neutral force to monitor the truce. 

A major pro-government tribal militia rejected 
Thursday an SPLA offer of an amnesty in 
exchange for its surrender. 

Anya-Nya Two. a 15,000-strong force that 
fought alongside the SPLA until 1984, said in a 
statement it would fight the rebel movement until 
the end and described Garang’s ceasefire 
announcement as disappointing. 

The SPLA has made similar offers to three 
other southern militias, threatening them with 
annihilation if they did not accept the offer and 
surrender by May 31. 


Iranian television screens 
confessions by alleged spies 


NICOSIA (AP) — Tehran Tele- 
vision Thursday showed seven 
alleged spies, including a Briton, 
confessing to their guilt in a new 
weekly programme" called “Top 
Secret.’’ 

The state-run television, moni- 
tored in Nocosia. said the six 
Iranians were among a large 
group of spies who have been 
arrested in various parts of Iran. 

Iran’s Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani disclosed 
last month that “many nests of 
spies," all linked to the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), have 
been uncovered and many mem- 
bers have been arrested. But only 
one of the Iranian spies who 
appeared on television stated oui- 
rightly that he had worked for the 
Americans. 

Other alleged spies were to 
appear in the series which will be 
broadcast each Thursday night. - 

Rafsanjani and other officials 
have said they would not disclose 
the exact number of those 
arrested to avoid providing the 
CIA with information it may be 
seeking. But they claimed many 
of the suspects were military per- 
sonnel or held sensitive govern- 


ment posts. 

The first to appear on the 
one- hour show was Roger Coop- 
er. a British businessman arrested 
Dec. 7. 1985. He was formally 
charged with espionage a year 
later and officials have claimed 
that he also has been tried and 
sentenced. 

But the sentence has not been 
disclosed. 

Speaking in Farsi. Cooper, 
who had lived in Iran for 20 years 
when arrested, said be thought be 
could use the information he had 
gathered over the years “for the 
benefit of my country.” 

“I knew that I could help Brit- 
ish intelligence in ways," a mus- 
tachioed Cooper, 53, said. He 
wore glasses and spoke calmly. 

Detailing some of the activities 
he allegedly undertook. Cooper 
said: “For instance, when I met 
people whom I thought would be 
useful. 1 would introduce them to 
the British intelligence service, 
for whom I worked." 

It was not clear if the segment 
on Cooper was new or a replay of 
two earlier appearances on 
Tehran television in which he 


made the same confession. 

The second on the show was a 
mutashioed man who identified 
himself as Majid Rashidpour. He 
said had been an air force naviga- 
tor for 19 years until his arrest last 
year. 

He said he had been trained 
“in the use of codes and cipbeis. 
and invisible ink to pass mes- 
sages." He did not say who 
trained him, but that be was while 
trying to leave Iran “illegally.” 
Rashidpour said he “had con- 
nection with America," but did 
not elaborate further. 

Next appeared Ali Reza 
Razaq, a frail, dark-haired man 
who after identifying himself and 
saying be was “ashamed of my 
treachery." broke down in tears. 

The fourth alleged spy to speak 
on the programme was Ahmad 
Behrooz, a stocky grey-haired 
man who said he was an actor. He 
also said he was ashamed of his 
“treachery," and offered bis 
“deep apology to tbe people of 
Iran, to tbe soldiers and to the 
children who have fought for the 
country." He gave no other de- 
tails of what his crime was. 


Iraq clears 
78 wrecks 
from Shatt 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has cleared 78 wrecks from the 
northern part of the Shatt AJ- 
Arab waterway that leads to the 
Gulf, according to the governor 
of the southern port city of Basra. 

“But the dredging of the south- 
ern part, which has the Iranian 
border on its east bank, must wait 
for the result of the Iraq-Iran 
(peace) talks ," Governor Anwar 
Saeed A1 Hadithy said Thursday. 

The salvaged vessels were crip- 
pled in the northern Shatt Ai 
Arab which runs through Iraqi 
territory by shelling in the eight- 
year Gulf war between Iraq and 
Iran. Hostilities ended last Au- 
gust. 

Speaking to reporters in Basra, 
Hadithy sard tbe U.N.-sponsored 
Gulf war peace talks aimed at 
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turning the ceasefire into a lasting 
settlement were being hampered 
by the Iranians. 

“If they succeed in the cleaning 
of the waterway (it) would need 
an exceptional international 
effort,” he said. 

Iraq insists that tbe Shatt A1 
Arab be cleared so there is free 
navigation through tbe waterway 
to the Gulf before other details of 
a peace agreement are settled. 

Iran demands that Iraq first 
withdraw its forces from some 
2,600 square kilometres of Ira- 
nian territory it still occupies. 

Hadithy said President Saddam 
Hussein bad ordered tbe payment 
of about 1 ,000 dinars ($3,200) to 
Basra residents who lost their 
homes during the war at a cost of 
100 million dinars ($320 million). 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey supplies rifles, machineguns to Sudan 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has agreed to supply rifles and 
machineguns to Sudan which is fighting a rebellion in the south, 
Turkish officials said Friday. A shipment of 30,000 G-3 automatic 
rifles and 1,000 MG-3 machineguns worth $9.6 million will be 
completed before the end of the year, they said. “We hope the 
arms will be used to achieve unity in Sudan," Turkish Minister of 
Industry and Trade Sukru Yurur told reporters. An agreement 
signed in Ankara Thursday said the arms would be produced by 
Turkey’s state-run MKE arms and ammunition factory under an 
economic cooperation protocol. 

Barre annuls death sentence for clergymen 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somali President Mohammad Siad Barre 
has pardoned nine Muslim clergymen who were sentenced to 
death in 1987, the government said Friday. A government 
statement said the nine — and another clergyman serving a 
15-year jail term — were pardoned to mark the end of Ramadan. 
Tbe men were tried in secret on charges of conspiring to 
undermine the unity and sovereignty of Somalia through religious 
propaganda but the government has never given any details. 

More drug smugglers hanged in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Twenty-seven drug traffickers convicted by an 
Islamic court were hanged Thursday in the northern Iranian city 
of Mashhad, tbe Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. The agency said the 27 smugglers had been on the wanted 
list for a long time, for “importing, purchasing, selling and 
distributing” large quantities of narcotics. IRNA did not specify 
the amount of narcotics nor did it say when the traffickers were 
arrested. It said the death sentences, that come under a stringent 
drug law which took effect Jan. 21. were upheld by the high 
judicial council. Thursday’s hangings brought to 543 the total 
number of executions under the January law, which calls for the 
death sentence against those who possess even small quantities of 
drugs. 

Iraqi-Saudi microwave networks linked 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq and Saudi Arabia have completed a 
microwave link which will begin operating next year. Transport 
and Communications Minister Mohammad Hamza A1 Zubeidi 
said Thursday. He said the $16-million link will enable Iraq to use 
the Saudi telecommunications network to contact the Gulf states, 
Egypt. Sudan, Europe and the Far East and permit Saudi Arabia 
to contact Turkey, Jordan and Syria via the Iraqi network. 

Sudanese president to visit UAE 

ABU DHABI (R) — Sudanese President Ahmad Ali Ai 
Mirgjiani will pay an official visit to the United Arab Emirates 
May 14, the Emirates News Agency (WAM) reported. It did not 
give the length of the visit. 

Saudi pardoned Briton held in U.K. 

LONDON (R) — A Briton freed from a Saudi Arabian jail where 
be was serving eight years for murder was arrested Friday after 
flying into London's Heathrow airport. Police detained engineer 
Peter Hall, 41. as be stepped out of tbe aircraft but said the arrest 
was not connected with any alleged offences in Saudi Arabia. Hall 
and his wife Monica, 38, were convicted of beating Irish nurse 
Helen Feeney to death in April 1986 but released from jail this 
week after King Fahd granted them clemency. A police spokes- 
man said Hall was being driven to Inverness. Scotland, where the 
warrant for his arrest was issued. Hall's solicitor Paul Malone said 
be believed the arrest was connected with charges of assault. 
“There is no connection at all between our warrant and anything 
that happened in Saudi Arabia," the spokesman said. Hall’s wife, 
who is also Irish, was not detained and was not wanted for 
questioning, be added. 


Israefi Arab boys parade through Td Aviv with a poster depicting Pa les ti ni a n ‘David’ versus Israeli 
‘Goliath' 

Carter urges Palestinian-Israeli 
agreement on free elections 


ATLANTA (Agencies) — For- 
mer President Jimmy Carter said 
Thursday he has urged Palesti- 
nian leaders privately to accept 
an Israeli proposal for free elec- 
tions in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. 

“I urged them to announce that 
they would, indeed, accept the 
rutcome of an election in the 
West Bank and Gaza, that the 
Palestinians who were elected in 
these free elections would be 
authorised to negotiate, at least 
in the initial stages, transition 
terms leading up to a final settle- 
ment or disposition of the occu- 
pied territories," Carter said. 

The former president, who 
mediated the Camp David treaty 
between Israel and Egypt, told 
international television execu- 
tives Israelis and Palestinians 
must agree on who would be 
allowed to vote and how such 
elections would be conducted. 

“Are the Arabs who Live in 
East Jerusalem going to be free to 
vote? Is there going to be a 
freeing of detainees who are in 
the camps prior to the vote?" he 
asked. 

“...Is there going to be free- 
dom of assembly, freedom of the 
press, freedom of speech, free 



Jimmy Carter 

advertising, voting by all those 
who are qualified as residents? 
Those kinds of questions, if they 
are resolved, would be a very 
major step toward peace and 
understanding." 

U.s. expresses ‘shock* 

Hie administration Thursday 
expressed shock over an upsurge 
in “senseless killings" arising 
from the Palestinian uprising 
against Israel and condemned the 


killing of two elderly Israelis in 
west Jerusalem. 

“We condemn yesterday’s 
senseless and tragic murder of 
two Israelis, as well as the wound- 
ing of three others," State De- 
partment spokewoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said. 

“We are shocked and saddened 
by the increase in violence and 
senseless killing arising from con- 
frontation between Israelis and 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories." sbe told reporters. 

The two Israelis died after a 
Palestinian stabbed them on West 
Jerusalem's main commercial' 
street. 

Israel has tried to draw a con- 
nection between the attack and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) but Tutwiler said 
the State Department did not 
have any information on the 
attacker and declined to blame 
the PLO. 

Tutwiler said attacks like the 
one of the two Israelis undermine 
the pursuit for Middle East 
peace. 

“We urge all those who truly 
seek peace to condemn such acts 
and to work together to achieve a 
durable Arab-Isradi peace." she 
said. 


U.S. senators seek anti- WHO 
legislation over PLO entry bid 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — Two 
U.S. senators have introduced 
legislation to cut off ail U S. 
contributions to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) or 
to any United Nations agency 
which gives member state status 
to the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). Similar legisla- 
tion also was introduced in the 
House of Representatives 
Thursday. 

Senator Patrick Leahy, chair- 
man of the Senate Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee on Foreign 
Operations, and Senator Robert 
Kasten, the ranking member of 
the subcommittee, in a hearing 
Thursday, endorsed the May 1 
statement by Secretary of State 
James Baker which first called for 
such an aid cut-off. They were 
joined by Sen. Arlen Specter in 
opening statements which strong- 
ly condemned the move by the 
PLO to seek member status in 
WHO which begins its annual 
meeting in Geneva May 8. 

The Senate subcommittee met 
to discuss the Bush administra- 
tion's 1990 fiscal year budget re- 
quest for international organisa- 
tions and programmes. Repre- 
senting the administration were 
Sandra Vogeigesang. deputy 
assistant secretary for interna- 
tional organisation affairs and 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering, 
U.S. permanent representative to 
the United Nations. 

Senator Kasten said “the Un- 


ited Nations faced the most thre- 
atening lime in its history" be- 
cause of the PLO move to g3in 
membership in WHO. He said 
the PLO was not expected to 
change its mind on its application 
for membership and warned that 
the very nature of the debates to 
consider its membership would 
politicise the United Nations. 

Sen. Specter said he wishes the 
State Department would recon- 
sider its dialogue with the PLO. 

In a prepared statement, 
Vogeigesang reiterated the Bush 
Administration’s position on the 
PLO's application for mem- 
bership to WHO. She stated tbe 
following points: 

— “The self-declared Palesti- 
nian “state", which the U.S. does 
not recognise, does not satisfy the 
generally accepted criteria under 
international law for statehood, 
and thus does not qualify for 
membership in U.N. agendes; 

— The United States is 
opposed to the introduction of 
such a divisive political issue into 
the technical work of the special- 
ised agencies; 

— Moreover, we are convinced 
that any effort to bestow legitima- 
cy of the self-proclaimed Palesti- 
nian “state” would harm efforts 
underway in the region to prom- 
ote peace. Tbe Arab-Israeli prob- 
lem can be resolved only through 
a process of negotiations between 
the parties, not through unilateral 
acls by either side — such as the 


declaration of Palestinian state- 
hood — that seek to prejudge the 
outcome of such negotiations." 

Both Vogeigesang and Picker- 
ing outlined the efforts being 
undertaken by the United States 
in Washington. New York and 
Geneva to address the crisis. 
There have been high-level meet- 
ings with embassy representatives 
in Washington, and also with 
WHO's director general. Dr. 
Hiroshi Nakajima. according to 
Vogeigesang. 

In answer to a question by Sen. 
Leahy. Pickering said he was in 
touch with the U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
He said that the United Nations] 
view of a state was “exactly like" 
that held by the United States. 
He said that in the last two weeks 
he has met with 15 to 20 U-N. 
permanent representatives from 
various countries who share “our 
deep concern." Pickering said 
there is “a deep unease in New 
York at what is going on.” He 
added that the legislative steps 
taken by Congress will bring 
home to U.N. members “how 
disastrous it would be" if the 
PLO is admitted as a member 
state to WHO. 

Vogeigesang, answering Sen. 
Leahy, said “comparable efforts” 
have also been undertaken in 
Geneva. She also praised the 
bipartisan support of Congress on 
the issue. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7^31 11-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

04J0 Koran 

&U4S Live transmission for 'Eid Ai fiu 
prayer 

0S>*5 Religious Hymn.' 

07:00 Rcligioin seminar 

07 JO Children's programme 

*4:45 : Cirrus 

•SitS Feature film 

IfcSS Arabic pl«y 

1&00 Arabic series 

1*38 Riddle 

hk4® Programme review 

JMfl News in Arabic 

2®"-30 Arabic »cn« 

2*^0 Varieties 

News in Arabic 

23:15 Arabic sencs 

23;SS Arabic film 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1&00 Coulisses 

I8JA Do Chiffn.*s cl de Lettrcs 

1 WW ...... News in French 

19:15 lx 'id’Heurc du Pnxnnc 

I9JA News in Hebrew 

19:45 Natural Phenomena 

29:00 News in Arabic 

203® Just Ihc Ten of us 

21:08 .Alfred Hitchcock presents 

2L30 Saturday Variety Show 

22.-00 Newrin English 

22:20 French feature film 

PRAYER TIMES 


i u :4l (JiunriscrlDu/er 

11:32 Dbuhr 

15:12 Asr 

1*:23 Maghreb 

1*50 isha 

CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church Sweffieh, 
Td. b 107411 

Assemblies of God Church. Td. 

*32785. 

S«. Joseph Church Tel. H245W. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
63744U. 

De to SaHe Church Td. 661757 
Terrssaou Church Tel: fa223fti 
Church of the Annundalioa Tel. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625353. Tel. 
625543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
77133! . 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church Td 

655326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church I'd: 
KJ 1295. 

Rainbow Congregation Td. 82261*5. 
The Church at Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Samp Tel. 815817. K212M 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Ihc Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will remain partly cloudy and 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


temperatures will continue decreasing 
to become below tbe annual average. 
Winds wiH be nort h we ste rly fresh caus- 
ing dust in the southern and eastern 
Areas; and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers of rain, fn Aqaba, it 
will be partly cloudy with northerly 
moderate wind and calm sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 14/23 

Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts 20/30 

Jordan Valley 18/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 42 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
amt. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hamidch 677436 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736074 

Dr. Muntticr AI Qureini 776258 

Dr. Mohammad AI Sawwa 734056 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 


AJAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy : 623672 

AI Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shrarisani pharmacy 637660 

RBID: 

Dr. Abdul Majid AI Sabahui (— ) 

AI Sharaa’ pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Wnlid Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

R«cuc 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

fire Brigade .. .... 6ZJ09W93 

Blood Bant 775121 ' 

Highway Police 843407 

Traffic Police 65639OT1 

Public Security Department 

656000/685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Musidpality 


Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tckrpfoooe Repairs 66110! 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 63638! 

RJ Flight In formal km 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akdefa Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J-. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmdsara Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 545845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664 164/6 

Italian, Al-Mufaajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 


Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Araal Hospital 674IS5 

ZARQA: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 


[RBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 102)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbsAiNafres Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This mfbmution is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen .Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) • 

04:30 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


BughdadfRJ) 

09:08 Now Delhi f RJ) 

8*10 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:10 Damascus ( RJ ) 

99-J0 Cairo (RJ) 

OW* Karachi. Duhai (RJ) 

•9^5 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

18:80 Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

15s20 Miami. Vienna (RJ) 

15 JO New York, Montreal (RJ) 

17:20 Athens (RJ l 

17:55 .... Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 
1*4« Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

89J5 Cairo (MS) 

«:»5 Baghdad (lA) 

UJG Kuwait (KU) 

M*AS Benghazi (LN | 

16:25 Riyadh (SU) 

18:05 Rome(A2) 

21:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 


20:30 Aba Dhabi, Dubai |U) 

z, =88 Omo(RJJ 

Other Rights (Terminal (2) 

10:20 Cairo (MS) 

!^ : 86 Baghdad (IA) 

*** ' Kuwait (KU) 

18^5 Kuwait (INI 

- Riyadh (SU) 

1L55 Damascus (AZJ 

MARKET prices 

Upper/lower price m Gk per kg. 
Almond (jOQ/500. 

Apple 500 1*00 

Banana 350 /SW 

Banana (Mukammar) 300/258 

Beans ISO /H0 

Broad beans 90/ W 

Cabbage 70/ 50 

Carrots |20/90 

Cauliflower 130/ 

Cucumbers 140/108 

Dates 550(45° 


0fcS5 

Aqaba 

RJ) 

Lemon 

19*0 

H;M 

11:10 

Tripoli i 

... Amsterdam. New York i 

RJ) 

£{ 

Lettuce (per one) 

Marrow (targe) 

Marrow toraH) ... 

11:40 


RJ) 

Orange ; t . 

1L-4S 

12:09 


« 

• .Onion (*y) 

On»a (green) ; 

12: 15 
1*40 
19:46 

Kuwait. Dhahran 

Rl) 

% 

Peas .....11..; 

Pcgpcr (hoi) : 

Pepper L'...L' 

29*0 
20; IS 

-Jeddah 

W) 

Potato 

Tomatoes 7.„. ......... 
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Al Hussein meets Karak, Balqa delegations 

King: Jordan will surmount 
present difficulties, challenges 




."br ii' 


IO 




n. 




MssA. 


'W5 






FARREH W ALA O AK (make your child happy) calls from side 
street vendors draw attention of fathers and children Tor toys as 
everybody was on a shopping spree for the 'EM Al Fitr (Photo by 
Yousef AJ Allan). 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein said Thursday Jor- 
dan had been able to make' a lot 
of achievements despite its very 
limited financial resources be- 
cause it owns what others lack in 
terms of resolve, determination 
and strong will which enabled it 
to overcome all challenges and 
dangers. 

Addressing delegations from 
Karak and Balqa govemorates at 
a meeting at the Royal Court 
Thursday, the King said: "We are 
passing through difficulty, but we 
are confident that we will be able 
to overcome it and to achieve our 
objectives in building the home- 
land.” 

"We all should organise 
ourselves and to adjust our life to 
live the reality and to achieve 
self-sufficiency through sharing 
the responsibilities, awareness 
and planning,” he said. 

King Hussein voiced Jordan's 
gratitude and appreciation to the 
Arab brothers who voiced their 
readiness to help and to provide 
support for Jordan and noted in 
particular those who honoured 
their commitments to the King- 
dom. He paid special tribute to 
Saudi Arabia. 

King Hussein said he was confi- 
dent Jordan would surpass all 


difficulties and challenges and 
called on the people to realise the 
delicacy of the circumstances and 
to assess the extent of the danger 
and challenge faring the King- 
dom. given the fact its position in 
the heart of the Arab World. 

The King noted that these chal- 
lenges "are not targetted against 
us or againsL our land, but against 
the whole Arab Order and the 
whole Arab Nation.” 

King Hussein added that Jor- 
dan had been subjected to many 
tests and had encountered chal- 
lenges but it has proved able to 
counter them and did counter 
them. "In countering such chal- 
lenges.” King Hussein said, “we 
proved that we are men and that 
we do not deviate from the path 
we have charted for ourselves and 
do not change our convictions 
and do not succumb to dangers.” 

The King also said it was Jor- 
dan's destiny, honour and duty to 
stand by all Arab brorhers and to 
counter any danger faring any 
part of the Arab World. "Jordan 
feels proud of its Arab belong- 
ing." the King said. 

He pointed out that Jordan was 
part of the Arab World and that it 
was its duly to carry its pan- Arab 
message in the best manner, set- 
. ting an example for others be- 


cause "we believe in God and our 
citizen, and consequently own the 
components of survival which we 
consider as a means and not as 
end i through which we perform 
our duties.” 

Referring to the events which 
took! place recently in some parts 
of Jordan. King Hussein said: 
“What has taken place in our 
country is painful. To be frank 
withl you, I must teU you that I 
have suffered a lot since I have 
been abroad trying to do my best 
to serve Jordan and Palestine and 
the Arabs.” 

"What has been more painful 
to me was the slight doubt that 
some of you might have that the 
country needed such incidents, 
which constitute self-destruction 
and i distortion of image so that 
the pews about the suffering of 
any Jordanian can reach Jordan's 
leadership. 

King Hussein stressed the need 
for meaningful dialogue, re- 
sponsible freedom and complete 
participation on shouldering re- 
sponsibilities , saying that he 
would always listen to them and 
brief them on the realities of 
situation. 

The King called on the people 
to work hand-in-hand to achieve 
Jordan’s noble objectives. 


-iSr' '-■■V. ‘-***31 
: -----fir - ‘ : v -jcjSsa 





Hawamdeh 





AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
» Supply Secretary General Abdul- 
tj lah Al Hawamdeh (above) was 
3 pensioned off as of May 4, 
according to a Cabinet decision. 


Bulgarian festival 
opens today 
at Alia Hotel 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Director- 
general of Alia Hotel. Dr. Nazih 
Al Dabbas. has said that the 
Bulgarian festival will begin Fri- 
dayl the first day of 'Eid Al Fitr, 
under the patronage of the Tour- 
ism and Antiquities Minister 
Yana) Hikmat. 

Dr. Al Dabbas said that Alia 
Hotel has always keen to. present 
whaterver is new and disting- 
uished so as to meet the wishes of 
the citizens. The objectives of 
these activities, he added, is to 
get familiarised with the cultures 
of other peoples and to encour- 
age people to spend their vaca- 
tions in Jordan. 

He continued that these festiv- 
als encourage regional and inter- 
national tourism as they include 
enjoyable fofkioric and modem 
dancing and acrobatic and gym- 
nasitc shows. 

A number of officials, mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corp . 
pressmen, and travel and airline 
agents were invited to attend the 
opening event which will ran 
through May 15. 


Bridge closure announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — King Hus- 
sein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges on the River Jordan will 
be open for traffic and passen- 
gers wishing to cross the two 
bridges until 10 a.m. Tuesday 
May 9, while they will be com- 
pletely closed on Wednesday 
May 10, according to Public 


Security Department source. On 
Tuesday only 750 people will be 
allowed to cross the river 
through King Hussein bridge and 
350 through Prince Moham- 
mad’s. However movement on 
both bridges will go back to 
normal as of Thursday May II, 
the PSD source said. 


April — hot and dry 

AMMAN (Petra) — The highest 
average temperatures were reg- 
istered this April, when the aver- 
age temperature throughout the 
month reached 20.3 centigrade, 
an average that has not been 
recorded in Jordan for o5 years. 

Meteorolgy Department Director 
Ali Abanda said Thursday. 

Abanda added that maximum 
temperatures registered in April 
(27.5) were 5 centigrades higher 

than average maximum tempera- 
ture, while the minimum temper- 
atures (13.2 centigrade) were 
higher than the average by almost 
4 centigrade. 

Abanda added that the weath- 
er in April was hot and dry and 



Dr. Afi Abanda 

there was hardly any rainfall, 
except for the showers which fell 
in the southeasterly pans of Jor- 
dan on April 19. 


Abu Hamdan 
leaves 
for Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Jordanian Vice President for Leg- 
al Affairs Jamal Ahu Hamdan. 
who is also the rapponeur of the 
Arab Cooperation Councils civil 
aviation board, Thursday left for 
Cairo for talks with the board's 
chairman and Egypt Civil Avia- 
tion Authority Chairman All 
Zico on preparations for the 
forthcoming meeting of the 
board, which will be held in 
Baghdad later this month. 

The board’s technical and 
planning committees met last 
week in Amman. Baghdad, Cairo 
and Sanaa and drew up reports 
on [progress oi their work and 
mack recommendations for dis- 
cussions at the board's general 
assembly meeting in Baghdad. 

The unified civil aviation coun- 
cil includes directors of civil avia- 
tion authorities in Jordan. Egypt. 
Iraq and Yemen, in addition to 
heads of airlines and aviation and 
institutions in the four countries. 
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His Majesty King Hussein Thursday addresses representative of Balqa at the Royal Court 



DEFENCE, SECURITY: Prime Minis- attended by directors of Public Security and Ccner- 
ter. Minister of Defence Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker al Intelligence Departments, assistants to the Chief 
Thursday rails at the Armed Forces headquarters, of Staff, the Commander of the Royal Jordanian 
where he met for a while with the Chief of Staff Air Force, the Armed Forces Inspector General and 
General Fathi Abu Taleb. Part of the meeting was senior Armed Forces officers. 



CREDENTIALS] Deputy Prime Minister newly appointed Romanian Ambassador to Jordan 

and Foreign Minister Marwan AJ Qasem (right) Dimitri Sansco ( Petra/photo j 

Thursday receives a copy of the credentials of the 


Clash Ip Gaza 


(Continued from page I) 

broadcast on fsradi radio sta- 
tions. ' 

Parliament member Haim 
. Oron of the Socialist Mapam 
Party was quoted by Israel Ratlin 
as criticising Shamir for calling on 
the public to Like the law into 
their own hands. 

A senior Iranian leader Friday 

• urged Palestinians to kill Wester- 

• ners, hijack aircraft., threaten 
. U.S- interests worldwide and 
..blow up factories in the West to 

regain their rights from Israel. 
-'Parliamentary Speaker Afi 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
he did not mind if he was branded 

• an advocate of terrorism. 

“If in -retaliation for every 
; Palestinian; martyred in Palestine 
. they kill and execute, not inside 
. Palestine, five Americans or Bri- 

• tons or Frenchmen, they (the 
_ Israelis) would not continue these 

wrongs.” the Iranian news agency 
I RN A quoted him as saving. 

■ “Those who give S10 billion a 
year to preserve Israel and know 
what they are doing, is their 
•blood worth anything?” Rafsan- 
jani asked, in a Friday prayer 
’ sermon in Tehran . 

IRNA siriARafsanjani, a front- 

• runner . in August presidential 
elections, also urged Palestinians 
to hijack planes to secure the 
release of prisoners held in Israel 

; and to blow up factories in West- 
ern countries. 

In the West Bank. 40 Israeli 
settlers marched from Aion Shvut 
settlement waving Israeli flags to 
.. a point near the village of Naha- 
lin, demonstrating an "avowed 
right” to travel anywhere in the 
• “Biblical land of Israel.” 
j - Israeli police. killed five Palesti- 
nians in the village April 13 dur- 
ing a. raid =in which the army 
, Thursday, admitted security 
forces committed major blun- 


ders. 

The army will prosecute a for- 
mer commander of the Nablus 
a- .*a in the West Bank whose 
troops bound Palestinians and 
broken their limbs. Israel Televi- 
sion reported Thursday. 


Thanks 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The honorary 
consulate of Bangladesh here has 
expressed its thanks to the JTV 
Authority on behalf of Bang- 
ladeshis in Jordan for the prog- 
ramme “the Profile of Muslim 


World” which was telecast on 
May 2, 1989 covering the life, 
culture and tradition of Bang- 
ladeshi Muslims during holy 
month of Ramadan. 


Projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the - Environment Yousef Ham- 
dan Al Jaber approved a number 
of contracts for carrying out pro- 
jects in five local councils at a cost 
of *D 120.412. 


One way to improve the economy 


By Mariam M. Shahio 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During the last six 
months or so heated discussions 
have taken place amongst all 
members of Jordanian society — 
from government officials io the 
general public — on means to get 
the national economy back on 
track. 

There have been many sugges- 
tions and recommendations on 
how to increase the flow of fore- 
ign currency into the Kingdom and 
curb "superfluous” spending on all 
levels, from the corridors of the 
ministries and government de- 
partments to our living rooms and 
kitchens. 

Undoubtedly, things are in- 
deed changing and many Jorda- 
nians have heeded the call for 
austerity measures to make the 
country and its people adjust to 
the new situation warranted by 
the decline in the Jordanian di- 
nar's exchange value and further 
import restrictions adopted by 
the government. 

Simultaneous with the belt- 
tightening measures, there have 
been calls to develop, industries 
that already exist in Jordan as 
well as establish new ones. The 
curbs on imported goods in all 
sectors should certainly encour- 
age local production, even if it 
will not do a lot for quality 
control. 

According to Fawzi Abu 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77re following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Hr A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bobs and Mmunt 
Tunisiyyeh at the Housing Gallery* 
ic An art exhibition displaying 120 paintings depicting the history 
of the German city ot Berlin and different aspects of life in East 
Germany, at the Royal Cultural Centre. - 
£ The May art exhibition ai Al Wasiti Art Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 


Nawar, former director of the 
Jordan Ports Corporation and 
current head of the Near East 
Maritime Agencies Co. Ltd., the 
full potential of “Jordan’s geog- 
raphical options” have been over- 
looked amid the national effort to 
set up new industries. 

He points out that industries 
cannot be set up overnight and the 
process of studies, financing and 
acquisition of technology con- 
sume a lot of time while the- 
impact of new industries on the 
national economy will be a slow 
moving process. Hence, says Abu 
Nawar, "while we are busy build- 
ing industries let us not forget 
other, quicker options that we 
can utilise to increase the inflow 
of foreign currency because basi- 
cally at this stage that's the name 
of our game.” 

According to Abu Nawar more 
extensive use of Jordan's mari- 
time facilities as well as its two 
railways (in order to speed up 
transport to neighbouring Arab 
countries) is one way to increase 
the inflow of foreign currency. 

“We will save time and money 
if our port and railways are util- 
ised more effectively,” Abu 
Nawar said in a recent interview 
with the Jordan Times. 

"For example, it takes a vessel 
sailing from Belgium of England 
10 to 15 days to dock at Aqaba 
and 30 days’ to dock at the Iraqi 
port of Basra. If Jordan can 
manage to get Iraqi-bound cargo 
through Aqaba and then by land 
to Baghdad in less than 30 days, 
then we are already increasing 
efficiency." he pointed out. 

Aqaba Port collects JD 20 to 
JD 25 in hard currency on every 
tonne of goods unloaded there, 
he said. 

Overland transport 

Overland transport from 
Aqaba to Baghdad was boosted 
at the height of the eight-year 


Shaft A? Arab waterway, Iraq’s 


only outlet to the Gulf. However. 
Iraq also used to get some of its 
imported goods through the Gulf 
ports of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. In the wake of the Aug. 
20 ceasefire that ended the Gulf 
war, the Iraqi use of the Gulf 
ports increased, leaving a major 
impact of the use of Aqaba, 
according to maritime experts. 

Abu Nawar suggests that bel- 
ter use could be made in the 
overland Aqaba-Baghdad trans- 
port if Jordan would use its two 
railway networks and be more 
cost efficient in the field. 

Jordan has two railway lines: 
The Hijaz Railway Corporation, 
established at the turn of the 
century, has lines running from 
Damascus io Maan, and the 
Aqaba Railways Corporation 
operates the phosphate hauling 
business between the mines in the 
south and Aqaba. 

Activities of the Hijaz Railway 
Corporation are limited to tourist 
train rides and transporting goods 
from Syria to Jordan. The direc- 
tor general of the corporation. 
Dr. Abdullah Jazi, says it is 
cheaper for the importers to use 
the Damascus- Amman railway 
rather than trucking the goods. 

“It is about 20 to 30 per cent 
cheaper, and the duration of 
transport is cut down consider- 
ably by the use of the railway,” 
he said, figures available for 19557 
indicate that 20,000 tourists or 
school children used the railway, 
and die corporation handled ab- 
out 10,000 tonnes of goods from 
Syria to Jordan. It is cheaper for 
cargo movers to use the railway in 
moving goods, rather than using 
lorries. The time it takes for the 
cargo to reach it's destination in 
Syria by train is between 6 to 7 
hours whereas by lorry it takes up 
to 24 hours. 

“Not only that,” says Abu 
Nawar, “we have 12,000 lorries, 
which cost anywhere from JD 
40,000-50,000 each; there mainte- 
nance and upkeep is much more 
costly than trains will ever be." 


At present, the corporation 
owns four steam engines of ] .050 
horsepower each-and five diesel 
engines of 950 horsepower each. 
It has about 250 wagons, includ- 
ing 50 with a payload capacity of 
15 tonnes each. 99 with 30-tonne 
capacity and 81 with 10 tonne 
nty each. 


Full capacity storage 


According to Abu Nawar there 
are already established storage 
areas, such as Guweismeh. which 
arejnot being used to full capacity 
by any means. 

There are countless money sav- 
ing I formulas, but they have to be 
applied. Economising on ways 
goods are shipped from the Far 
East to Jordan is one such way. 
Abu Nawar explains: “For a con- 
tainer to reach Kuwait from 
Hong Kong it costs the Kuwaitis 
Lheiequivalent of $600. For the 
same container to reach Aqaba it 
costs Jordan $1,650. We have 
thousands of tracks coming back 
entity from Baghdad. Why don’t 
we have our goods delivered to 
Basra, and have our trucks come 
back with these goods instead of 
coining back empty. We save on 
hard currency and we become 
more efficient by using our 
trudks. These concepts have to be 
applied without hesitation and 
immediately." 

According to Abu Nawar, in 
1988, 74 per cent of all the goods 
that arrived in Jordan were tran- 
sit goods. Thus the most logical 
step for Jordan is to create a fr^e 
port. Once you have that you will 
encourage transit cargo and thus 
thel inflow of foreign cun-ency. 

The Port of Aqaba could be 
instrumental in helping Jordan 
out of its economic squeeze. If 
the. transit cargo going to Arab 
countries would be transported 
by Arab transport companies, we 
save foreign currency, encourage 
focal industries and s — e time. To 
sc *, time is ave 

mc.-j 


Boustany, Clayton: 

A concert to remember 


By Nelly Lama 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National Music 
Conservatory 'Noor A I Hussein 
Foundation and the British Coun- 
cil will jointly present a concert 
by flautist Wissam Boustany and 
pianist Nigel Clayton, at the main 
theatre of the Royal Cultural 
Centre on Monday. May 15. at 

8.1*0 p.m. 

Wissam Boustany is a cele- 
brated flute virtuoso who has 
received great acclaim in most 
music critiques ranging from 
Alan Blyth’s “...the extraordin- 
ary fluent and forthright young 
flautist, who. in terms of express- 
ive power, defies the bounds im- 
posed by his chosen instrument." 
tu the Daily Telegraph’s "a vib- 
rant performer and brilliant tech- 
nician ...achieving a strong rap- 
port with his audience through his 
intense will to communicate.” 
This aspect of mesmerising his 
audience is elaborated on by the 
Yorkshire Post. 

“One remarkable aspect of his 
performance is that he engages 
his own attention — and there- 
fore that of the audience — from 
the first note of each piece and 
having done so. that concentra- 
tion wavers not a jot until the 
final bar line.” 

And in the London Times, 
Wissam Boustany has “rare ex- 
huberance of musical personality, 
and a determination to transcend 
the instrument's expressive 
limitations." 

Wassrrn Boustany has a good 
educational background as well 
as a rich record of performance. 
He started his musical studies in 
Beirut, his birthplace, and went 
on to the Quebec Conservatoire 
in Canada and completed his 
academic studies in Britain. From 
1977 he studied at Chetham's 
School of Music in Manchester 
and was a top prizewinner in the 
BBC's “Young Musicians of the 
Year” competition. He went on 
to study at the Royal Northern 
College of Music, where he re- 
ceived many awards and prizes. 
He graduated with distinction in 
1982. 

Mr. Boustany has given recital 
and concerto performances 


throughout Europe. China. Mex- 
ico, (Tanada and the United 
States. He has pc: formed with 
the London Symphony Orches- 
tra. The Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra . The BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, with whom 
he filmed “Vivaldi," the Bourne- 
mouth Sinfonietta. the Utrecht 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Chamber Orchestra of Europe 
with whom he toured extensively. 
He is the featured flautist in “II 
Viaggio a Reims" which was re- 
corded for (none less than) 
Deutsche Gramophone by the 
Chamber Orchestra of Europe 
conducted by Gaudio Abbiido- 
. His young partner (born 
I960). Nigel Clayton, was trained 
at the Royal College of Music 
from the age of ten as a junior 
exhibitioner and later as an 
associated board scholar. He won 
many prizes for solo, duo and 
chamber music performances. He 
was awarded the top prize for his 
Bachelor of Music Degree from 
the Roval College of Music in 
1982. 

He has already performed in 
the most notable halls in Britain 
(the Royal Albert hall, Fairfield 
hall. Croydon, etc). 

His particular interest in cham- 
ber music has resulted in col- 
laborations with some of the fore- 
most instrumentalists. This has 
led him to perform and have his 
performances broadcast in the 
U.S. and throughout Europe, in. 
among others. Scandinavia. Ire- 
land and Hungary. 

Within the past two years he 
has toured India. Bangladesh. Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan with the Indi- 
an Cellist Anup Kumar Biswas, 
giving recitals and workshops in 
all the major cities and perform- 
ing concertos with the Madras, 
Calcutta and Sri Lanka symphony 
orchestras. His work goes on with 
future plans for concerts in Por- 
tugal. Holland, Germany, Spain 
and the Channel Islands. He has 
been engaged as the official 
accompanist both for the Tibor 
Varga International Violin Com- 
petition in Switzerland and for 
the 'Escuela de Musica de Vera- 
no' in Valencia. 

The concert that these two 
spirited performers will present, 
includes “Sonata for Flute and 
Piano" composed by Gaetano 


Donizetti 1 1796-1848). better 
known for his operas, oratorios 
and cantatas. Donizetti's music 
has a rough, impulsive character 
which is well adapted to the 
representation of crude, melod- 
ramatic situations. 

Next on the programme is Ber- 
keley's Sonatina for flute and 
piano followed by the Grande- 
Polonaise for flute and piano of 
the brilliant German Baroque 
master Geory Boehm i ion.>- 
171.13). 

After the intermission Wissam 
Boustany will perform "Ou.iire 
Jeux" for solo flute. This was 
written for him by his fellow 
countryman. burgh* Gclili.in. 

And whai better finale than the 
introduction to a "Lied" by Franz 
Peter Sell u hen M”WMS2S j. 
Schubert’s songs reveal his sup- 
reme gift for making beautiful 
melodies, a power which few- 
even of the greatest composers 
have possessed so fully. Bearing 
in mind that he was par; of the 
Romantic movement one expects 
to find spontaneous and perfect 
expression of Romantic feeling in 
his melody. Along with melody 
goes a sensitive feeling for har- 
monic colour. His modulations 
are often far-flung and complex. 
This has to contribute to the 
mood of the song since the piano 
figuration in thelieder often illus- 
trates a pictorial image from a 
text such as Wilhelm Mueller’s 
"Die Schoene Muellerin” (1823) 
or from Goethe or Heinrich 
Heine. This last piece to he play- 
ed will be introduction and varia- 
tions for flute and piano on a 
rheme from the "MueUerlteder": 
Die Trockne Blumcn. 

Such a varied choice promises 
good entertainment, and the 
claim in the Daily Telegraph that 
“he posses the most powerful will 
to communicate allied to a bril- 
liant technique, generating a 
palpable electricity ." promises to 
make this memorable experience. 

Wissam Boustany will, also, be 
leading a master class at the 
National Music Conservatory 
(behind Kuwaiti embassy. 4th cir- 
cle) on May the 14th at 4:iK> p.m. 
for flute musicians and students. 

Another concert for young 
music lovers will be held at the 
Conservatory on May 15 , at 1 l:0u 
a.m. Bring your children! 
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ry important 
channel 


DIRECT contacts and dialogue between His Majesty King 
Hussein and bis people is a blessing that the whole country 
bopes will be further developed and nurtured in order to 
assume an institutionalised form. The Hashemite Court has 
had a well established tradition to open its gates to various 
sectors of the Jordanian society to hear out directly about 
their pains and joys. The ongoing meetings between His 
Majesty King Hussein and representatives of various 
regions of the country is in fact part and parcel of that 
tradition and custom that the country is in urgent need for 
in these difficult times. Some of the reasons offered to 
explain the recent riots in some parts of the country have 
been attributed to lost channels or communication between 
the government and the governed. The accentuation of 
direct dialogue between King Hussein and his people would 
most certainly reactivate and fortify an old tradition that 
should never be allowed to wane. This Hashemite tradition 
is all the more urgently needed in the absence of parliamen- 
tary life in the country. But even when the country does 
enjoy an operational parliamentary life, there can never be 
a substitute for periodic direct contacts between the 
Hashemite Court and the people of Jordan. There will 
always be fear that any future parliamentarians would serve 
more their slogans or their demagogueries of whatever 
colour or kind rather than the mundane issues that affect 
the Jordanian rank and file. To be sure, whether the 
projected elections in the country would turn out to be a big 
success story or a big fiasco would depend in the final 
analysis on the extent the genuine aspirations and views of 
Jordanians are truly reflected in the new national assembly. 
Due to our limited experiences in parliamentary life, there is 
no escape from the fear that our future representatives in 
the Lower House of Parliament would not reflect sufficiently 
enough the thoughts and ideas of the people. This state of 
affairs would make it all the more pressing to maintain 
direct channels of communications between His Majesty 
King Hussein and his people open on a reasonable interval 
basis. King Hussein has openly called for constructive and 
calm dialogue when he met Jordanians in the course of the 
last few days. This Royal wave calling for dialogue Is 
destined to continue in order to reach sectors of the 
Jordanian society that have yet to be contacted. It is the 
ardent hope of all Jordanians that communication between 
His Msyesty King Hussein and his people will never cease. 



PRESS EDITORIALS 


King Hussein’s meeting at the Royal Coun Thursday with 
representatives of the Balqa and Karak regions was tackled 
Friday by the Jordanian Arabic dailies. AI Ra’i for its part 
described the meeting and the King’s address to the notables as an 
expression of cohesion between leader and people. The King’s 
reference to the present crisis and the need for closer cooperation 
on the part of all sectors served as a message to the whole 
Jordanian family, the paper noted. What is of importance at this 
stage, the paper added, is the King's emphasis on the need to 
promote the dialogue and maintain open channels between the 
government and people on ail matters so that cooperation can 
attain success. 

AJ Dustour daily said that the King has put before the notables all 
the facts that are related to the present circumstances and has 
reaffirmed his deep faith in his people and the Jordanian family's 
capability to overcome the present difficult circumstances. The 
paper referred to the numerous achievements in Jordan under 
King Hussein and said they were realised through the diligence 
and perseverance of the people under the wise guidance of King 
Hussein. It said that more can be achieved despite the present 
difficulties and the meagre resources provided that the Jordanians 
worked closely and with dedication to serve the common goal. 
The paper echoed the King’s advice to the people to re-organise 
their social and economic institutions and strive to achieve 
self-sufficiency with more self-reliance. The King's words, the 
paper noted, brought back hope to the Jordanian family and 
strengthened the optimism in the future. 

Sa»1 Ai Shaab daily said that the economic crisis facing Jordan 
now is part of the difficult economic situation that prevails in the 
Arab region and this calls for more awareness and more national 
responsibility and perseverance. The paper said that this was the 
King's message to the Jordanian family which can through hard 
and diligent work attain further development and progress. The 
paper refers to the past achievements in the Kingdom accom- 
plished under the wise guidance of King Hussein and said that 
despite the meagre resources and the hard circumstances we are 
confronting now, the Kingdom can maintain the momentum of 
development. 


By Jean-Loup Ffevet 

Reuter 

DAKAR — Acute poverty and 
ethnic tension between Arabic- 
speaking Moors and black Afri- 
cans are at the root of riots which 
have killed several hundred peo- 
ple in Senegal and Mauritania 
and embittered relations between 
the two West African neighbours. 

Local people and foreign diplo- 
mats in Senegal's capital Dakar 
agree the damage inflicted in a 
week of strife will rake time to 
mend, but say neither Senegal 
nor Mauritania can afford to 
break relations because of their 
strong commercial ties. 

“A week of violence cannot 
wipe out centuries of relatively 
peaceful cohabitation imposed 
upon us by geography and com- 
mon interests. After all, almost 
all of us here have relatives or 
some kind of family links in 
Mauritania," said one Sene- 
galese. 

The unprecedented wave of 
looting, beatings and killings in 
two nations already struggling for 


economic survival was only con- 
tained after army intervention. 

It prompted an exodus of 
thousands among populations 
who through the generations had 
in practice come to ignore the 
border drawn by France, the for- 
mer colonial master. 

And it shattered Senegal's 
reputation as a haven of political 
stability and racial coexistence. 

Before the unrest, up to 

300.000 Mauritanians, mostly 
hard-working traders, were in 
Senegal while an estimated 

30.000 Senegalese lived north of 
the 700-kilometre border formed 
by the river Senegal. 

Moors of Arab and Berber 
descent, who make up two thirds 
of Mauritania's two million peo- 
ple, are mainly light-skinned. The 
rest are blacks of Negro-African 
stock, working as skilled labour- 
ers in towns and as fanners along 
the Senegal river. 

Before independence in i960, 
the lighter-skinned Arabic-speak- 
ers of the north used to dominate 
the black population of modem 
Senegal. Slavery was officially 


banned in Mauritania only a de- 
cade ago by the military govern- 
ment, where beydanes or “white” 
Moors still hold a dominant posi- 
tion. 

The flare-up was sparked on 
April 9 by a minor border inci- 
dent over grazing rights. Two 
Senegalese were shot dead, ignit- 
ing tensions in the border region 
and unleashing a cycle of racial 
violence in the capitals Dakar and 
Nouakchott. 

Border incidents have not been 
uncommon in the past but this 
was the first time in nearly 20 
years that blood was known to 
have been shed. 

Senegalese cultivate laud on 
both banks of the Senegal river 
traditionally neglected by noma- 
dic-minded Moors but in recent 
years many Mauritanians, pushed 
by persistent drought, have tried 
to recover these fields. 

Mauritania and Senegal are part- 
ners in a regional grouping aimed 
at developing agriculture along 
the river. The ambitious scheme”, 
which provides for the building of 
dams and water reservoirs, has 


exacerbated the scramble for 
farm land. 

In Senegal, widespread looting 
in towns and villages was 
spearheaded by gangs of unem- 
ployed youths who ransacked 
Mauritanian-owned shops. Many 
Senegalese finding it hard to 
make ends meet joined in. 

“The border incident was only 
a pretext. Unemployment, infla- 
tion and insecurity on towns are a 
breeding ground for such acts of 
hooliganism," Serigne Diof, a 
law professor At Dakar Universi- 
ty told a meeting of intellectuals. 

The former French colony, 
which has few resources other 
than groundnuts and phosphates, 
has been implementing tough au- 
sterity measures in the past de- 
cade as a condition for financial 
help from international donors. 

Both governments have care- 
fully avoided issuing inflamma- 
tory statements since the start of 
the conflict. Senegal President 
Abdou Diouf, while blaming 
Mauritania for the April 9 border 
incident and the killings in 
Nouakchott, appealed for an end 


to revenge killings. destiny and interests and are con- 

“Mauritania and Senegal are sequently condemned to live 
two sister nations with the same together,” he said. 
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Will Gorbachev shakeup 
inspire U.S. to bargain? 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's latest step 
to consolidate power could make 
Washington more confident of 
striking deals with him but is 
unlikely to prompt any dramatic 
changes in U.S. policy. 

in a deft move disclosed to the 
U.S. administration in advance, 
Gorbachev last week engineered 
the pensioning off of 110 leading 
members of the Communist Par- 
ty's central committee who were 
viewed as opponents of his radic- 
al reforms. 

Some analysts say Gorbachev's 
enhanced political strength 
should make the United States 
more confident about making 
deals, including arms control 
agreements. 

But key U.S. officials have 
long been divided over Gor- 
bachev’s survival prospects and 
that has not changed. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said in 3 television inter- 
view lust Saturday he believed 
Gorbachev would fail in his re- 
form effort and may be replaced 
by a leader more hostile to the 
West. 


Though the White House 
quickly distanced itself from 
Cheney's remarks, it was clear 
that a difference of opinion exists 
in Washington on how successful 
Gorbachev can be. 

The New York Times sug- 
gested in an editorial the Kremlin 
shakeup should give President 
George Bush further reason to 
search with confidence for bolder 
East-West initiatives. 

A State Department official 
said he did not expect any change 
in U.S. policy prompted by Gor- 
bachev's latest political stroke. 


Research Centre. 

He expects Gorbachev now to 
have the confidence to act against 
some of the conservatives in the 
politbuTO. such as Ukrainian par- 
ty chief Vladimir Scherbitsky and 
Yegor Ligachev, who was strip- 


Noriega not a candidate, 
but he campaigns hard 


By Eloy O. Aguilar 

The .'Associated Press 

PANAMA CITY, Panama — 
Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega is 
an issue not a candidate in Sun- 


ped of his post as ideology chief day’s presidential election in 


last October. 

Some analysts also predict par- 
ty purges next month after elec- 
tions for the Supreme Soviet and 
for local posts. 

“1 think you can see this pat- 
tern again and again." the State 
Department official said. “Peres- 
troika has largely been a process 


“We have tried to keep our of cadre renewal." 


Panama, but he is campaigning as 
hard as any candidate. 

Noriega, whose command of 
the Panamanian defence forces 
gives him de facto control of the 
Cenrral American nation, is sup- 
porting a business associate, Car- 
los Duque, against an opposition 
coalition headed by Guillermo 
Endara. 


those projects then are carried 
out by the local defence forces 
unit. 

In his speeches Noriega has 
said the 300 municipal council 
members to be elected Sunday 
must be turned into a “people's 


consequences. 

Lopez claimed that shortly af- 
ter that time the L?.5. campaign 
against Noriega started. 

In February 1988 Noriega was 
indicted on drug charges and the 
U.S. government demanded his 


power" assembly, a sysrem that ouster. But when President Eric 
Torrijos once installed in Panama Delvalle, who had been hand- 


policy from being held hostage to 
day-to-day analysis.” he said. 
“We determine our policy on the 
basis of our national interest.” 

There are things Washington 
would like to see emerge from the 
Soviet shakeup, however, includ- 
ing a codification in law of human 
rights improvements which was 
long ago promised but "has taken 
longer than it might have." the 
official said. 

American experts on Soviet 
affairs say additional future 
purges are virtually certain. 

“I'm surprised he didn’t go 
further." said Marshall Goldman 
of Harvard University's Russian 


The experts agree the purge “He cannot stay impartial in 
was a strong political victory for this campaign," Maj. Edgardo 


Gorbachev. But he is still left 
with serious problems, including 
popular discontent over the gov- 


Lopez. a defence forces spokes- 
man, said of Noriega. "Impartial- 
ity at this time would be irrespon- 


emment's failure to improve the sibility on his part.” an invasion of Nicaragua. presidential candidate Ricardo 

economy and nationalist unrest. But Noriega has made few “(Then-White House adviser Arias Calderon, the only time he 
None of the experts considers appearances with his candidate. Adm. John) Poindexter came to got directly involved in the cam- 


in lieu of a congress. 

Noriega went from a close 
friend and associate of intelli- 
gence agencies in the United 
States to a wanted man following 
his indictment on drug trafficking 
charges by two grand juries in 
Florida last year. 

He denies the charges, saying 
they stem from . his refusal to 
cooperate with U.S. government 
plans to train Nicaraguan rebels, 
known as contras, in Panama for 
an invasion of Nicaragua. 

“(Then-White House adviser 


picked by Noriega i tried to fire 
the general, he was deposed. 
Delvalle, now living in Miami, 
still has U.S. recognition as the 
legitimate ruler of Panama. 

After Delvalle's ouster, the 
U.S. government imposed econo- 
mic sanctions against Panama and 
the opposition has echoed U.S. 
demands that the general must 
leave. 

Noriega personally answered 
radio charges by opposition vice 
presidential candidate Ricardo 
Arias Calderon, the only time he 


Gorbachev to be invulnerable. 
“No Soviet leader can be that,” 
said Andrew Goldberg, a senior 
fellow at the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies. 

He cited the example of former 
leader Nikita Khrushchev, "who 
was ousted not by conservatives 
but by those he raised into 
power." 


'Betrayed’ Afghan employees 


By Nassir Shirkhani 

Reuter 

KABUL — “They just left us 
to our fate." Faiz Mohammad 
said in a trembling voice from 
his post within the abandoned 
United States embassy in 
Kabul. 

“I feel so bitter. My salary is 
a pittance and cannot feed my 
family of IU," said Moham- 
mad, one of 121 Afghans who 
guard, clean, and tend the gar- 
dens of the sprawling U.S. mis- 
sion in the heart of Kabul. 

His complaint is echoed by 
other local employees left be- 
hind when all Western coun- 
tries and Japan left the Afghan 
capital, citing security fears, 
after the last Soviet troops de- 
parted on Feb. 15. 

The British locked up their 
impressive white mission, the 
oldest embassy in Kabul, built 
at the peak of British colonial 
power in the Indian subconti- 
nent. A guard said no one had 
entered since February. 

The Japanese left in such a 
hurry that the 23 local staff 
have not been paid for two 
months. 

Employees said Italy was 
one Western country looking 
after local staff properly. 

Father Angelo Panigati. a 
priest with diplomatic status, 
said two diplomats had re- 
turned temporarily to assess 
the situation but the mission 
would stay dosed pending a 
European Community (EC) 
ruling whether embassies 
should reopen. 

Prices have shot up in the 
three months since the di- 
plomatic exodus and are still 
rising. 

Few Afghans can afford to 
buy meat at 650 afghanis 
($2.60) a kilogramme. On the 
booming black market, veget- 
able oil costs 400 afghanis 
(SI. 60) a kilo and rice 250 ($1). 

Bread is cheap and subsi- 
dised but residents spend hours 
queuing for it. 

Mohammad has worked for 
the U.S. embassy for 45 years 
and his take-home salary of 
9,000 afghanis ($35) a month 
provides only a diet of bread 
and potatoes for his family. 

“When they left, the Amer- 
ican diplomats promised us a 
pay rise but it was only empty 
talk. They just cheated us and 
left,” complained Zaman All, 
who has worked for the embas- 
sy for five years. 


Paul Mathews, an Indian 
who is in charge of the U.S. 
mission, said diplomats left 
enough funds to pay salaries 
and run the embassy. He dis- 
missed demands for more pay. 

“Of course everybody wants 
more money, but i don't think 
it is necessary to offer them a 
pay rise." he said. 

A Japanese journalist was 
besieged by employees when 
he was spotted near the 
Japanese embassy in the exclu- 
sive Vazir Akbar Khan district. 

“Please pay us our salary, 
you can claim it back from the 
government when you go back 
to Tokyo." one implored. 

“If 1 die, it will be from 
hunger and not a Mujahedeen 
bullet." shouted another. 

The diplomatic exodus be- 
gan in a blaze of publicity when 
Jon Glassman. U.S. charge 
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d'affaires, lowered the stars 
and stripes in January. 

“The (Afghan) government 
is like a building without gir- 
ders,” he declared in front of 
television cameras. 

“Most diplomats in Kabul 
say it could fall any time be- 
tween now and July.” 

President Najibullah's gov- 
ernment described the exodus 
as a political ploy to undermine 
its international standing and 
give a green light to Mujahe- 
deen rebels battling his Soviet- 
backed administration. 

Mujahedeen. predicting the 
Marxist government would col- 
lapse swiftly after the Soviet 
withdrawal, set up a provision- 
al cabinet and began bidding 
for international recognition. 
But Najibullah has proved a 
formidable foe ready to fight to 
the bitter end. 


Instead, he goes on what his 
patron, the late Gen. Omar Tor- 
rijos, once called “domestic pat- 
rols." He visits hamlets, labour 
unions and civic groups to polish 
his image and that of the defence 
forces. 

The campaign was enlivened 
recently with reports that the 
United States has provided $IU 
million to opposition campaigns 
and U.S. claims that Noriega's 
allies are planning to steal the 
election. 

The short, wily general has 
survived everything the United 
Stales has thrown at him so far. 
from economic sanctions to a 
coup attempt last year. He has 
retained his grip through govern- 
ment political parties and the 
defence forces, whose members 
are the only visible authority in 
most rural towns. 

He also has tried to build an 
image as a Panamanian nationalist 
persecuted by the U.S. govern- 
ment, an effort helped by the flap 
over the $10 million. The United 
States has not commented on the 
reported campaign contribution. 

Noriega, also curried an image 
as a supporter of the poor against 
the rich and middle class, many of 
whom are in the opposition. 

In his visits to small towns, 
Noriega mingles with residents 
and listens to their complaints 
and requests for assistance in 
community projects. Many of 


try to convince the general in 
1985," Lopez, a dose associate of 
the general said, in an interview. 
“When he left, he refused to 
shake Noriega's hand and told 
him “be prepared to face the 


LETTERS 

Obscene 

To the Editor: 

DURING my recent visit to the 
United Kingdom, I read “The 
Satanic Verses’* by Salman 
Rushdie. 

I have found it the most repug- 
nant book in print, for besides its 
blasphemous contents, it is ex- 
tremely obscene — I have found 
five abscene words in less than 
three lines and I am sure that no 
Arabic printing press would ever 
print such words, lest it be sued 
for pornography and obscenity. 

George Khoury 
P.O. Box: 17008 
Amman. 

Unity of family 

To the Editor: 

IN a rime of instability around the 
world, it is wonderful to see 


paign. 

Arias had called Noriega a “nail 
in the side" that had to be re- 
moved. Noriega said he would 
drive the nail deeper. It has be- 
come a government slogan. 


progress made in the "unity of 
the human family.” — a value 
which is highlighted this year by 
the Pontifical Council of Inter- 
religious Dialogue. 

In his message on the occasion 
of Eid AI Fitr. the council's presi- 
dent Francis Card Arinze empha- 
sised "the brotherhood uniting 
those who believe in (he one 
living and true God" and the 
efforts ro understand one another 
better. 

It is this message that encour- 
ages me, in the prevailing atmos- 
phere of tolerance and under- 
standing. to raise the issue of 
allowing for Easter holidays in 
non-missionary schools in Jor- 
dan. The Ministry of Education 
could look further into the possi- 
bility of giving a holiday for those 
schools which, out of respect for 
the principle of tolerance, request 
that such a holiday he introduced 
to their schools. 

Reem Habayeb 
Amman 
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“If India is to attain true freedom... then sooner or later the fact must be realised that people will have to live in villages 
not towns, in huts not palaces/’ 


Development: villages not towns, huts not palaces 


By Kami a Chowdhnry 

INDIA'S poverty is closely linked 
with its increasing land degrada- 
tion. Out of the total 329 million 
hectares of land mass, it is now 
thought that as much as 53 per 
cent is degraded in one form or 
another. 

Even more alarming is the rale 
at which this degradation is tak- 
ing place: 1.5 million hectares of 
forest cover disappear every year. 
Another 1.0 million hectares are 
estimated as becoming non-pro- 
ductive as a result of improper 
use. 

India's land mass is under re- 
lentless pressure; yet the country 
has no grazing policy, no fodder 
development poiicy , and no poli- 


cy relating to livestock numbers 
in relation to the capacity of 
available grazing land. 

Indian forest policy states that 
one third (about 100 million hec- 
tares) of the land area should be 
under tree cover. Today, of the 
75 million hectares under the 
forest department, only 47 per 
cent are adequately covered. 

Deforestation on this scale has 
not only resulted in severe fuel 
shortages, but has also destroyed 
the culture and livelihood' of 
many tribal communities. The 
social forestry programme, in- 
itially set up to alleviate the fuel 
and fodder shortages, has in fact 
provided raw material to the pap- 
er, pulp and building industry, 
ignoring the very people it was 
designed to help. 


The poor are trapped in a vi- 
cious downward spiral: poverty 
leads to an impoverishment of 
the resources, and impoverished 
resources in turn lead to increas- 
ing poverty. 

Since independence, every 5- 
Year Plan has focused on the 
elimination of this evil as a major 
priority. Yet 40 years down the 
road, roughly half of the popula- 
tion still lives without basic neces- 
sities. 

Nehru's dream 

Jawaharlal Nehru dreamt of a 
modem and industrialised India; 
a country with steel and fertiliser 
plants, dams and hydro-electric 
power, modem agriniJriire and 


science. He believed that a policy 
of accelerated industrialisation 
would propel the country into 
material wealth, in much the 
same way as had been done in 
Europe and North America. 

There is little doubt that the 
India of today has achieved much 
in the fields of science and tech- 
nology. But the contribution of 
this infrastructure to the well- 
being of people, particularly the 
rural poor, is in considerable 
doubt. 

Nehru's original vision of what 
industrialisation would achieve 
has failed; what is worse, the 
policy appears to have increased 
poverty. The intensive pursuit of 
large-scale industry has resulted 
in massive environmental de- 


gradation. Such a model of de- 
velopment has already pToved 
non-sustainabie. 

The basic questions raised must 
be: What does development 
actually mean? And what price 
are we willing to pay for it? 

Is the tribal person of Nagaland 
or Mizoram less well-off than the 
slum dweller of Calcutta? Is the 
woman who used to spend only 
half an hour collecting fuel wood 
and fodder, and who now spends 
6 to 8 hours searching for it, 
better off? 

Economic theory 

Economic theory would cer- 
tainly say so. India's GNP, that 
ultimate thermometer of econo- 


mic wealth, is now far higher than 
it was 20 years ago. 

Perhaps the basic assumptions 
of Western economics are not 
relevant to other, older cultures 
precisely because their applica- 
tion does not yield results in a 
uniform manner. 

Surely the limits to economic 
growth should depend on the 
limits of natural resources to re- 
new themselves — something 
which obviously varies from re- 
gion to region, from to culture. 
What is feasible in the Northern 
hemisphere may not be feasible 
in the South. 

Many years before the environ- 
mental debate became fashion- 
able, Gandhiji had asked why 
India must become industrial in 


the Western sense. The India of 
his dreams was a federation of 
small village republics providing 
the essential needs of the com- 
munity without large-scale indus- 
trialisation. This ideology en- 
sured sustainable development 
without over- exploits don of the 
natural resources. 

“I am convinced,” he said, 
“that if India is to attain true 
freedom... then sooner or later 
the fact must be realised that 
people will have to live in villages 
not towns, in huts not palaces." 

Gandhiji had a coherence in h is 
vision because he understood the 
inherent relatedness of things in 
nature. Tribal people have always 
understood this; modern thinkers 
and ecologists are beginning to do 


so. 

This need for a new ethic, or 
perhaps an age-old ethic, is what 
Gandhiji emphasised. He was 
laughed out of court by the so- 
called modem thinkers of the 
day. We may now come full circle 
in our thinking to an understand- 
ing of the fact that development 
must come in harmony with na- 
ture, not at the expense of it. 

Industrialisation along Western 
lines has not worked for India; 
sooner or later, we will be forced 
to accept that, and find our own 
solutions. 

If poverty is to be seriously 
tackled, then the issue of environ- 
mental degradation will have to 
receive the highest attention./ 
Panos. 



\ A scene from a Kabuki play 


Kabuki star a hit 
in Dostoyevsky drama 


f 


By Nao Nakanishi 
fleurer 

TOKYO — Thousands are flock- 
ing to a tiny Tokyo theatre to see 
a star actor portray both a man 
and a woman in a play directed by 
leading Polish film-maker 
Andrzej Wajda. 

Tamasaburo Bando, the 
famous “Onnagata” — a male 
actor who plays women in the 
traditional all-male Kabuki 
theatre — portrays a mysterious 
beauty and her aristocrat lover in 
“Nastasya”, based on Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky's novel “The Idiot”. 

Wajda, creator of films such as 
“Ashes and diamonds" and 
“Danton”, came up with the idea 
nine years ago when he saw the 
actor performing in the western. 
Japanese city of Kyoto. 

He was astounded to discover 
the beautiful heroine was actually 
a man. 

“I know of no other actor in 
the world who could have given 
me the chance to create male and 
female roles on stage without any 
change of make-up or costume.” 
said Wajda at the play's recent 
opening at the Benisan Pit 
Theatre. 

“He is more a real woman on 
stage than a real woman can be. 
He creates a woman, he does not 
imitate." 

Tamasaburo switches back and 
forth with ease between the roles 
of the tragic heroine Nastasya 
and Prince Myshkin, her epileptic 
lover, without leaving the stage 
or changing costume. 

The only other actor in the 
piece, Bancho Tsuji, plays the 
role of Nastasya's second lover. 


Ragozbin. 

“It is easier to play a character 
that is much different from my- 
self, such as a woman,” said 
38-year-old Tamasaburo sur- 
rounded by orchids in his dressing 
room. “I can be more daring in 
expression.” 

“But 1 have now developed 
enough confidence to play male 
characters. I am playing more 
and more male roles, although 
this is the first time 1 have played 
both woman and a man without 
any costume change.” added the 
slim bachelor. 

Kabuki has its roots in a 
wandering 16th century theatrical 
.troupe and combines drama, 
music and mime in extravagant 
and colourful productions. 

The all-male cast was the in- 
direct result of a ban on prostitu- 
tion by the ruling shoguns in the 
18th and 19th centuries — actres- 
ses then being regarded on a par 
with prostitutes. 

Tamasaburo is a parity in the 
Japanese world of arts — rooted 
in the classic tradition but eager 
for challenges in other disci- 
plines. 

He surprised his fans last year 
by dancing during a concert with 
American cellist Yo Yo Ma, and 
even shocked some when he 
danced with French choreo|- 
rapher Maurice Bejart and his 
ballet troupe, also in 1988. 

“The long (Kabuki) training 
has built a core in my art, which 
now allows me to work with other 
types of artists,” he said. “With- 
out the training, 1 would not have 
been able to develop my style." 

Tamasaburo, whose real name 
is Shinichi Morita, was born in 


1950, the seventh son of a restaurant 
owner in central Tokyo. His' 
mother, who bad tried every 
charm and potion to give buih to 
a daughter, was disappointed to 
see yet another boy. 

A frail child, his interests al- 
ways differed from those of his 
brothers. His mother took him 
along to her dance class when he 
was four and here Tamasaburo 
discovered his real passion. 

He joined the world of Kabuki 
two years later, and became a 
professional actor at the age of 
14. 

Unlike in previous centuries, 
Onnagata no longer live as trans- 
vestites in their private lives. But 
little of the intensity and severity 
of the training required of Kabuki 
actors has changed. 

“It was very hard. Every day 
we started early in the morning 
and did not finish until 10 at 
night,” Tamasaburo said of his 
apprenticeship. 


“Once I thought of quitting. 
Although, looking back, it was 
just the usual doubt everybody 
undergoes during adolescence. I 
basically cannot live without it.” 
he said. 

He directed bis first play — a 
successful Japanese language 
production of “Romeo and 
Juliet" — in Tokyo last year. 

Asked about his future plans, 
he said: “I would like to direct 
more dramas. And for the next 10 
years I’d like to work with diffe- 
rent artists from foreign coun- 
tries. 

“I was very glad to be given the 
rare opportunity to work with 
Mr. Wajda from Poland.” 

Tamasaburo was reluctant to 
talk about his private life, but 
said: “I like to play the roles of 
complex women, although I think 
they would be difficult to live 
with. 

“In real life, I prefer sweet and 
affectionate women." 


Fusion seen as last, 
greatest energy source 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The year is 
2089 and fusion power plants are 
energising the world, bringing the 
benefits of virtually unlimited 
electricity to countries every- 
where. 

Earth's sky has slowly returned 
to its normal crystalline blue, 
purged of the pollutants that 
soured the atmosphere a century 
before, when fossil fuels were 
civilisation’s main energy source. 

Life is returning to lakes and 
streams that previously were 
add-filled. Concerns about add 
ram and the global warming trend 
called the “greenhouse effect" 
are now only academic curiosi- 
ties. 

Such is the world that scientists 
and engineers envision with the 
advent of fusion, the process by 
which atoms are fused together to 
release energy. 

Some experts say those visions 
are not just wishful thinking, but 
goals that must be achieved be- 
cause the age of fossil fuels is 
expected to start drawing to a 
close within a few decades. And 
when fossil fuels are gone or 
become unpractically expensive, 
something must be ready to take 
their place. 

‘The most likely thing will be 
fusion," said Harold P. Furth, 
director of the Princeton Uni- 
versity Plasma Physics Labora- 
tory. " 

“The present projections are 
that by the year 2040 or 2050, 
tbere will be a divergence be- 
tween the energy required for a 
growing population and the ener- 
gy available from fossil fuels, 
easily obtainable uranium and 
other sources. 

“There will be quite a calamity 
unless something new is ready,” 
he added. 

The “cold fusion" process 
announced Last month by the 
University of Utah is still con- 
troversial and unproven. But 
Furth and others believe a fusion 


process based on compressing 
deuterium plasma and heating it 
to 100 million degrees Fahrenheit 
(56 million centigrade) can be 
developed within two decades or 
less. 

Thousands of researchers 
working at both federal and uni- 
versity laboratories are moving 
closer to the point where the 
fusion fires will ignite and bum, 
powered by deuterium or hyd- 
rogen, chemicals easily extracted 
from seawater. 

Most experts believe the fusion 
future lies with the high-pressure 
“hot" process, which has not 
been achieved yet, but they 
would welcome convincing proof 
that Utah’s cold, room-tempera- 
ture fusion works because it poss- 
ibly could be developed more 
quickly. 

Eric Storm, a fusion research 
project leader at the Lawrence 
Livermore laboratory in Califor- 
nia, said researchers could have a 
fusion-fired power plant operat- 
ing by the year 2020 if industrial- 
ised nations would commit the 
resources. 

“Fusion is the energy source 
that nature prefers. It's the one 
that drives the sun and the stars." 


•Storm said. “And nature is effi- 
cient." 

"We could have fusion in just 
15 years or so," said Stephen 
Dean, president of the fusion 
power association, a non-profit 
education foundation, “but the 
government hasn’t put a high 
priority on it, so it will take 30 
years or more." 

Dean said a U.S. government 
investment of SI billion a year for 
15 years would bring fusion pow- 
er to reality, but he said that isn’t 
likely to happen "until there’s an 
economic incentive." 

Most experts believe there will 
be a slow phase-out of fossil fuels 
as they become more expensive, 
and that the 21st century even- 
tually will evolve into an all- 
fusion civilisation. 

Manmade facilities on earth 
will produce some of that fusion. 
Bur experts also believe there will 
be a more efficient use of solar 
radiation, the energy created by 
the sun's natural fusion process. 

Once that time comes, accord- 
ing to scientists' visions, oil spills 
wul be obscure footnotes in his- 
tory texts or just quaint memories 
recalled by centenarians who 
lounge in the bright sunlight of a 


pollution-free sky. Petroleum, 
expensive and becoming rare, 
will seldom be used for fuel, and 
coal even less often. 

A fusion-driven world could 
have automobiles and trucks run- 
ning on nearly silent electric en- 
gines, leaving in their wake only 
eddies of clean air. 

Some engines could operate on 
hydrogen, a fuel extracted from 
seawater by the use of the plenti- 
ful electric power. In this scenar- 
io, fusion power plants would dot 
the landscape worldwide. 

The plants would not pose the 
radiation hazard that seems so 
threatening from today’s nuclear 
fission plants. There would be no 
Chernobyl-like monster straining 
to break free with fusion. 

Radiation waste from fusion 
would be only a fraction of that 
from fission plants. Fusion wastes 
are rendered harmless within de- 
cades. while spent fuel rods from 
today’s nuclear fission plants will 
still be deadly for more than 
1,000 years. 

“Whatever process is de- 
veloped, fusion is inevitable,” 
Storm said. “It’s not a question of 
if, but of when." 
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6 Economy 


Flood of Soviet paper money 
fuels inflation and shortages 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union has printed so 
much paper money that It could buy all the goods In 
Western Europe if the Europeans would accept the 
rouble at the official rate, a group of economists said 
Thursday. 


Writing in the weekly Moscow 
News the economists said the 
flood of unsecured money 
had brought rampant inflation 
which was causing shortages and 
could lead ro draconian measures 
such as forced labour and the 
rationing of all goods. 

“Today the country is in the 
shackles of the inflation crisis," 
said the article by Soltan Dzar- 
asov, Anatoly Strelyany. and 
several other economists who 
have formed an “anti-inflation” 
group. 

“So much paper money is 
printed that with it we could' buy 
up all the goods in Western 
Europe if they would agree to 
accept the rouble at the official 
rate," they noted. 

The official value of the rouble 


at around SI. 58 is more than 10 
times higher than the rate offered 
to Western tourists in the Soviet 
Union by black marketeers. 

The Moscow News article 
noted that some East European 
countries, where the rouble is 
partly convertible, had already 
forbidden Soviet tourists from 
taking out consumer goods. 

A letter in the Communist Par- 
ty daily Pravda Thursday indi- 
cated the value of money has hit 
such a low in one Siberian village 
that local shops have set prices in 
quantities of meat — one of the 
most precious commodities in the 
Soviet Union. 

The letter was from 27 villagers 
in the Krasnoyarsk region who 
complained that an average-sized 


Banks reject Mexico’s 
financing requests 


WASHINGTON (R) — Com- 
mercial banks have rejected Mex- 
ico's request for a blend of new 
loans and relief on its S100 billion 
debt, a senior U.S. official said 
Thursday. 

The impasse, although not sur- 
prising in the early stages of debt 
negotiations, underlines the hur- 
dles facing U.S. Treasury Secret- 
ary Nicholas Brady’s plan to slash 
Third World debt. 

Treasury under secretary-de- 
signate David Mutford told the 
Senate Finance Committee that 
the chairmen of Mexico's leading 
creditor banks had found Mex- 
ico’s proposals “too aggressive." 

Mexico is seeking $4 billion this 
year through either new loans or 
reduced payments on the $57 
billion it owes in medium- and 
long-term bank loans. 

Mexico, the developing world's 
second largest debtor after Bra- 
zil, has also asked for a $2.5 
billion bridge loan pending out- 
come of the talks, according to 
New York bankers. 

Mulford said the bankers were 
“not willing to entertain" Mex- 
ico’s request for interim financing 
but would discuss cutting its debt 
burden and interest will. 

Mulford said Mexico has not 
asked the U.S. Treasury for a 
new bridge loan. 

Last October the Reagan admi- 
nistration approved a $3.5 billion 
line of credit to tide Mexico oveT 
slumping oil prices. The money 
was never drawn and the credit 
line lapsed. 

Responding to queries by 


Senator Bill Bradley, a long-time 
advocate of debt relief. Mulford 
said it would be a great shame if 
the banks did not “come along 
and come along fairly quickly." 

But he also said Mexico must 
be realistic in its requests. 

He said Washington would 
press all parties in the talks to 
move quickly. 


family needed four to five cows to 
get footwear and clothing. 

“How is a collective fanner to 
get hold of these cows?" they 
asked. 

For years Soviet officials de- 
nied inflation existed in their 
country but a recent worsening of 
food shortages has focused atten- 
tion on the fact too much money 
is chasing too few goods. 

Meat is rationed in many parts 
of the Soviet Union and sugar is 
now rationed everywhere, includ- 
ing Moscow. 

Soviet Finance Minister Boris 
Gostev said in November that he 
believed inflation in the Soviet 
Union was running at between 
0.9 per cent and 1.5 per cent. 

But another top official, junior 
Politburo member Alexandra 
Biryukova, said in January that 
prices of some consumer goods — 
one index by which inflation is 
measured in the West — have 
risen by up to 18 per cent since 
1985. 

Official figures released last 
month also show Soviet wages 
had grown more than twice as fast 
as productivity in the first quarter 
of 1989. further aggravating un- 
satisfied domestic demand for 
consumer goods. 

Low oil production 

According to a report pub- 
lished in Pravda Soviet oil pro- 
duction in the first three months 
of this year fell short of target by 

721,000 tonnes. 

The first quarter figures from 
the state statistics committee 
Goskomstat also showed that the 
Soviet balance of trade was 


worsening as Western imports 
increased. 

The report revealed that oil 
production stood at 152 million 
tonnes — 721.000 tonnes below 
target It blamed the shortfall on 
the poor performance of two oil 
companies. 

The figures showed the Soviet 
trade gap widened to 600 million 
roubles ($960 million) from 40 
million roubles ($64 million) in 
the same period last year. 

Imports outstripped exports by 

16.0 billion roubles ($25.6 billion; 
to 15.4 billion roubles ($24.6 bil- 
lion). The report said the decline 
was caused by a 2.6 per cent 
decrease in exports to East Euro- 
pean countries and a 1.5 per cent 
increase in purchases from the 
West. 

Lower world prices for oil and 
other raw materials — the bulk of 
Moscow's hard currency exports 
— added to the problem. 

In the same period in 1988 
imports were 15.81 billion rou- 
bles ($25.29 billion) and exports 
were 15.77 billion roubles ($25.23 
billion). 

Figures showed the Soviet Un- 
ion recorded a trade surplus for 
the whole of last year of two 
billion roubles ($3.2 billion), with 
imports at 65 billion roubles 
($104 billion) and exports at 67 
billion roubles ($107.2 billion). 

The figures appeared to con- 
firm that the Kremlin's liberalis- 
ing economic reforms, criticised 
by some Soviet economists as 
half-hearted, have been unable to 
bring a quick solution to the 
country's mounting economic 
problems. 



Planning Minister Ziad Fariz (left) and U.S. ambas- 
sador to Jordan Roscoe Snddarth (centre) sign 


agreements increasing USAID grants to Jordan 
(Petra photo). 


USAID raises grants to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — five agree- 
ments amending the grants given 
by the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) to Jordan were con- 
cluded Thursday at the Ministry 
of Planning. 

The new amendments included 
an increased allocation of $9.25 
million for various Jordanian pro- 
jects, being through USAID 
grants. 

The first agreement includes 
raising the special grant for 
guaranteeing loans to develop 
small scale enterprises from $3.5 


million to $7 million. The amend- 
ment is designed to provide the 
necessary funds to cover risks 
which might be incurred by small 
businessmen as a result of getting 
commercial loans from commer- 
cial banks and other finance in- 
stitutions to set up new projects 
or expand existing ones. It also 
aims at providing technical assist- 
ance and training for personnel in 
charge of credit and loan facili- 
ties. 

The second agreement pro- 
vided for an increase of $1.7 
million, to become $14,053 mil- 


Cash-strapped Argentina passes hat to businessmen 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
Argentine government is almost 
broke and is asking local 
businessmen for a $500 million 
loan. 

The move, announced Tues- 
day. underlines the dire strait of 
the economy in the run-up to a 
general election on May 14. 

“The state is crying for help. Its 
foreign reserves are dwindling 
and it can’t get foreign loans 
because of the government’s mis- 
management of the economy," 
said a businessman, who asked 
not to be named. 

Argentine governments usually 
resort 1 to foreign loans to cover 
their deficits. But the country’s 
access to fresh funds from abroad 
has been restricted since it stop- 
ped servicing its $60 billion debt 
in August, 1988. 

President Raul Alfonsin’s 
administration, beset by raging 
inflation, expects Argentina's 
leading companies to subscribe to 
this issue of “solidarity finance 
bonds" to narrow its massive 


public sector deficit. 

“We chose to seek financial 
(resources) within the country, 
among those sectors most bene- 
fited by the distribution of in- 
come... we know businessmen 
will understand," Economy 
Minister Juan Carlos Pugliese 
said Tuesday in a televised 
speech. 

The Argentine austral has lost 
more than half its value against 
the dollar since Pugliese took 
office a month ago. Private eco- 
nomists expect die rise in the cost 
of living to top 40 per cent during 
May. after an estimated 35 per 
cent in March. 

Argentina's public deficit is 
running at about 15 per cent of its 
$80 billion gross national product 
(GNP), private economists esti- 
mate. In 1988 official estimates 
put it at seven per cent of GNP. 

Pugliese's predecessor, Juan 
Sourrouille, depleted the central 
bank's foreign reserves in an 
effort to prop up the austral, 
which closed at 82.50 to the dollar 


Thursday. In early February the 
rate was 17 australs. 

Argentina decided to free-float 
its currency last week for the first 
time in 30 years after the author- 
ities saw that they lacked the 
resources to control its value. 

“Some of these measures entail 
a great fiscal effort for an ex- 
hausted state with no financial 
capacity." Pugliese said in his 
speech. 

No matter the outcome of the 
elections politicians will have to 


agree on how to deal with the 
deficit, economists say. 

Coupled with an unpre- 
cedented shortage of banknotes 
which forced authorities to res- 
trict cash withdrawals last week, 
the voracity of Argentina's fiscal 
“black hole" has pushed local 
interest rates to above 1,000 per 
cent per year. 

Argentine state companies, 
which in recent months have de- 
layed payments to their suppliers, 
run up a $2 billion yearly deficit. 


according to official estimates. 

The state must still make good 
on $1.5 billion in public bonds it 
floated in recent years on the 
domestic market. 

“No matter who wins the elec- 
tions. politicians will have to 
come to terms with the public 
sector deficit. If they do, it will 
probably lead to higher taxes and 
public services rates, but if they 
don’t Argentina will be heading 
toward total chaos," a private 
sector economist said. 


Turks press for higher wages 



ANKARA (R) — Steelworkers 
struck at two major Turkish mills 
Thursday after their union failed 
to reach agreement with em- 
ployers on demands for 300 per 
cent wage rises, union leaders 
said. 

Amid increasing trade union 
militancy, the sugar union said its 

40.000 workers would strike from 
July 2 if it did not win 246 per 
cent rises over two years to offset: 
inflation. 

"We have been forced to strike 
because of the rigid attitude of 
employers. Their offer was deris- 


ing national security. The ban 
was lifted in April. 

Steelworkers, earning average 
monthly wages equivalent to $61, 
are the first from a major industry 
to strike in the current round of 
unrest, during which the govern- 
ment has offered rises of up to 
125 per cent over two years. 

A spokesman for the Seker-is 
sugar union said its workers at 27 
factories decided Tuesday to 
strike but were giving employers 
60 days to meet their demands. 

“Present sugar stocks are suffi- 
cient for this year if we go on 


ory," Metin Turker, head of the. strike on July 2 but if the strike 
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independent Celik-Is steelwor- 
kers union, told reporters. 

The strike by 24,000 public 
sector steelworkers shut down for 
the first time mills at Karabuk 
and Iskenderun which produce 
most of Turkey's annual iron and 
steel output of nine million 
tonnes. 

Celik-Is said factory stocks 
already were below normal be- 
cause of go-slows which were pan 
of a campaign for big wage rises 
by some 600,000 public and pri- 
vate sector workers. 

“Steel output was down 35 per 
cent in April and now there will 
be no sales from stocks either. 
But we will keep 4.000 men to 
maintain furnaces at low heat," a 
Celik-Is source said. 

Plans by steelworkers to strike 
in March were stymied when the 
Turkish government invoked a 
labour law on walkouts threaten- 


lasts for some time there could be 
problems next year." the spokes- 
man said. 

Unions in other industries such 
as shipbuilding, petroleum glass 
and road construction, are con- 
sidering strikes, posing an added 
challenge to conservative Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal. 

Ozal. whose Motherland Party 
was humiliated in a nationwide 
municipal election in March, so 
far has refused to give way to big 
pay demands amid signs that in- 
flation is dropping. 

The government announced 
Thursday that annual inflation 
dipped to 62.5 per cent in April 
from 64.5 per cent in March and 
compared with an eight-year high 
of 87 per cent last November. 

Turkey lost a record 2.8 million 
work days through strikes last 
year, compared with 1.3 million 
in 1987 and an average 1.4 million 
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before a 1980 coup and three 
years of army rule which cracked 
down on extremist political vio- 
lence. 

A major union confederation. 
Disk, was disbanded under army 
rule and some of its leaders were 
prosecuted in connection with lef- 
tist activities. Many labour rights 
were curbed by the army. 

The main union confederation 
Turk-is currently controls two- 
thirds of Turkey's 3.3 million 
workers in a total labour force of 
18 million. 

Ozal is torn between im- 
plementing what he believes is 
economically necessary and what 
he feels is politically desirable. 

Demand for consumer goods 
has slumped. Car makers, who 
once haughtily keep customers 
waiting six months for a new car, 
have slashed output by a third as 
demand dropped. Easy credit has 
in turn become a fact of life. 

"Everyone is uneasy today in 
Turkey." Bosphorus University 
economist Tansu Ciller told Reu- 
ters. “There is no... plan. Every- 
thing comes after a couple of 
touches on a calculator." 

Ozal has chosen to pump some 
more cash into the system. 

He has promised loans to 
house-building cooperatives of 

8,000 billion lira ($3.9 billion) 
and advance payments of 1,000 
billion lira ($483 million) to far- 
mers in 1989. 

But some officials are trying to 
maintain the strict monetary poli- 
cy which helped to curb inflation. 

“Solutions for revitalising the 
economy... should not conflict 
with inflation which has started to 
come down," central bank gov- 
ernor Rusdu Saracoglu warned 
last week. 

“With all these state payments, 
demand will rise before produc- 
tion can meet it. This will fuel 
inflation," he added. 

The driest spring in three de- 
cades is also troubling policy 
makers. A good harvest sup- 
ported a 198S growth rate of 3.4 
per cent, despite a slump in in- 
dustrial growth. 
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lion, for financing feasibility stu- 
dies of some projects in addition 
to providing on-the-job training. 

The third amendment included 
an extra allocation of $1.4 million 
to the original of $5.1 million to 
cover costs of scholarships and 
training courses to improve per- 
formance and efficiency in admi- 
nistrative and technical skills of 
staff in both the private and 
public sectors. 

The fourth agreement provided 
for an additional $1.5 million to 
the original grant of $2.5 million. 
The agreement is designed to 
develop agricultural marketing in 
Jordan, improve information on 
local and foreign markets to open 
new potential export markets and 
draw up a special specifications 
for fruit and vegetables. 

According to the fifth amend- 
ment agreement, the original spe- 
cial grant amount of $100,000 was 
increased to $250,000 to provide 
consulting services to the Nation- 
al Medical Institution (NMI) in 
the fields of health management, 
financing, information, specifica- 
tions and training. 

The agreements were signed on 
behalf of the Jordanian govern- 
ment by Planning Minister Ziad 
Fariz, while it was signed for the 
U.S. government by its ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Roscoe Suddarth 
and the USAID director. 
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Senate , House 
pass ‘budgets’ 
nearly similar 
toBusbline 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Senate and House passed 
similar versions Thursday of a 
nearly $1.2 trillion budget for the 
1990 financial year that follows 
doseiy a bipartisan accord with 
President George Bush. 

The Senate voted 68 to 31 fora 
$1.16 trillion budget just hours 
after the House of Representa- 
tives approved its SI. 17 trillion 
version on a vote of 263 to 1S7. 
Congressmen said they intend to 
reach a compromise version by 
May 15. 

The White House and congres- 
sional budget accord provided 
slightly less defence spending and 
slightly more domestic spending 
than Bush' had asked for but 
contained no major tax increases, 
enabling him to keep the “Read 
my Lips: No New Taxes" pledge 
he made to voters before the 1988 
election. 

Critics argued that the budget 
plans relied on overly optimistic 
assumptions of U.S. economic 
performance and contained little 
real savings in future government 
spending. 

Even as the chief Democratic 
and Republican architects of the 
accord with Bush urged its pas- 
sage they acknowledged that it 
was a stopgap measure to buy 
time to negotiate a more lasting 
solution to the problem of the 
government's red ink. 

“Nobody has denied that it is a 
short-term effort," House Budget 
Committee Chairman Leon 
Panetta said after the vote. 

Senate Budget Committee 
Chairman Jim Sasser, a Tennes- 
see Democrat, called it “a mini- 
malist approach." 

The Senate version has a $97.4 
billion deficit for the year starting 
Oct. 1 and the House version puts 
it at $99.7 billion. Both are nar- 
rowly below the ceiling of $100 
billion called for in the bndget 
law and avoid automatic spending 
puts in defence and domestic 
programmes. 

Congressional analysts esti- 
mated this year’s deficit at $159 
billion, well above the $136 bil- 
lion ceiling called for under the 
law. 

A House-Senate conference 
next week will discuss minor dif- 
ferences in domestic spending. 

One of the most contentious 
issues will be taxes 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, May 4, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dullar 

Buy 

Sea 

French franc 

S4.4 

S5.2 

538.0 

542.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 

401.8 

252.5 

406. 1 
254.9 

Pound Sterling 

904.9 

913.8 

Swedish crown 

83.9 

84.6 

Deutsche mark 

284.7 

287.5 

Italian Uni (for 1D0) 

39.0 

39i3 

Swiss franc 

319.8 

323.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

L36-1 

137.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.6750/60 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1830/40 

Canadian dollar 

1.8970/80 

Deutschemarks 

2.1390/1400 

Dutch guilders 

1.6915/25 

Swiss francs 

39.68/74 

Belgian francs 

6.3990/4040 

French francs 

1384/1385 

Italian lire 

134.10/30 

Japanese yen 

6.4300/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.8700/50 

Norwegian crowns 

7.3725/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 377.25/377.65 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY Profit-taking and nervousness ahead of U.S. 
to 1 ? 508 5 B * ^ 3la f °°k ^ Ofdmiures index 3.5 points lower 

TOKYO — Japanese markets are closed until Monday, May 8. 

HONG KONG — Late trade boosted the Hang Seng index 41.74' 
pomts to close at 3,262.86, a post-crash high for the second 
straight day. “It was a typical bullish market,” a broker said. 

SINGAPORE — The stock market closed on a mixed note in , 
active trading after selective profit-taking alternated with barg3in- 
Straits Times industrial index closed 1.02 lower at 

BOMBAY Share prices declined d uring a. poor trading session 
with subdued investors sitting on the sidelines. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed sharply higher in relatively thin 
trade, benentting from scattered short-covering in the nearly- 
empty market. Teh real-time 30-share DAX index closed 11.86 
pomts above Wednesday’s dose at 1380.46. 

ZURICH — Shares closed steady with a firmer touch but turnover 
was very low after the Ascension Day. holiday and feefore-ihe 
weekend. The all-share Swiss index rose two points to .1,026.9. 

PARIS - Shares ended the day higher with interest boosted by 
the U.S. jobs data. The 50-share price indicator dosed 13.50 
cent up after opening 0.06 per cent down. : - 

LONDON — Shares were looking set to beat, thkx. .parf^crash. 
dosing highs in the afternoon as active new-accouiit "buying and a 
strong Wal l Stree t - rise -gave the market confldenee. OT. l4® 
GMT, the FTSE 100 index .was 10.7 points up v at-212?j. v 
NEW YORK — • Wall Street stocks sketched etrorifi cadY.®*®! 


after a brief pause in morning trading, putting the Dow a he* 

at 2402.. ... ... • v ' -.Vi'-. jb; 
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facilities for 
the disabled 

'■■■' The President of the Jordan 
• Sports Federation for the Hand- 
icapped. Hisjtayal Highness Prince 
Ra'ad Bin Zaid, recently invited 
Dr. John F. Grant to visit Jordan. 
Dr. Grant is the President of the 
International Wheelchair Sports 
- Organisation. (ISMGF) based in 
Stoke Mandeville. England. He 
and his wife visited Jordan on 

• their way home to Australia from 

• Europe where they participated 
in the planning for the 1992 Bar- 
celona Disabled Paralympics. 

During his visit on May 2nd. 
Dr. Grant spoke to the adminis- 
trative council of the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the Hand- 
icapped. Vice President Dr. 
Mohammed Sokour welcomed 
him on the behalf of H.R.H. Prince 
Ra'ad. A brief overview of the 
current development of sports for 
the disabled in Jordan was then 
given by the Secretary General 
Colonel Yousif El Karmi. Dr. 
Grant informed the members that 
he was extremely impressed with 
the federation's facilities — one of 
two disabled centres in the world 
with its own tartan track. His 
discussion included different 
ways the federation might im- 
prove in its ability to benefit the 
handicapped athletes. 


DUBLIN (Rj — From stock mar- 
ket to Newmarket a dream could 
come true Saturday for 3,000 
Irish shareholders. 

For they each own a chunk, 
however small, of Saratogan, 
favourite to land the 2,000 
Guineas classic over the daunting 
. straight mile at Newmarket, head- 
quarters or British racing. 

The colt is the big star of 
Thoroughbreds PLC, set up two 
years ago by Irish trainer Vincent 
O’Brien to give the man- in- the 
street a crack at the equine riches 
normally reserved for sheikhs and 
oil magnates. 

Horse racing ranks alon gsi de 
the art of conversation and sip- 
ping guiness stout beer as one of 
the great Irish passions. A chance 
to tap into the magic of O'Brien, 
trainer of six Epsom derby win- 
ners, proved irresistible. 

But they have had to be very 
patient before reaping any rich 
rewards from Classic Thorough- 
breds, launched in the same week 
world stock market were hit by 
the crash of '87. 

O'Brien, the biggest sharehol- 
der with eight per cent of the 
company's stock, had first to 
scour the sales rings of Britain, 
Ireland and the United States and 
spend almost eight million punts 
($12 million; finding value-money 
yearlings. 

Last year, the 38 horses in the 
green, orange mid white colours 
of Classic Thoroughbreds PLC 
won 12 races and 213,000 punts 
($320,000) in prize money. 

Bui it is this season that the 
really big money can be made 
when they challenge for the three- 
year-old classics whose victors can 
com mand huge stud fees in (he 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

Frioune Media Services. /nc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AJ7 84 K54 4AQ1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I * Pass t * Pass 

What do you bid now.? 

A — You have to choose between 
iuo clubs and a raise to two spades 
with only three trumps. Since your 
most likely game is in spades, we 
favor the immediate raise to two 
spades. 

Q. 2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AJ7 84 K54 4AQ1093 

The bidding has proceeded; 

South West North East 

1 * Pass I * Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 " Pass 

y 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Partner ha* asked you to evalu- 
ate your diamond holding for game 
purposes, and you have just enough 
to accept. Jump to four spades even 
though you have only three -card 
support. On this auction, partner 
must have five spades, but the hand 
should plav well even if vou have a 
4-3 fit. 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 AQJ 762 AQJ7 *853 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A.— Whether you open four- or 
five-card majors, you should nor 
jump in opener’s suit with only 
three-card support unless no other 
bid is available. Here, you have a 
perfectly viable waiting bid of two 
diamonds. You will jump in spades 
at your next Lum. 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4Q762 :'854 : 6 4K9872 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 ' Dbl Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — When partner makes a takeout 
double of one major, he guarantees 
either four cards in the other major 
or a hand that was too strong for a 
simple overcall. In case partner has 
the former, respond one spade de- 
spite the fact that you have a five- 
card minor suir. 

Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQJ5 7AJ93 Void *AK874 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A.— To jump shift, you need either 
support for partner’s suit or a self- 
sustaining suit of your own. This 
hand has neither, so don’t jump to 
three clubs. Respond rwo clubs. 
With a potential misfit, you will 
need all the bidding room you can 
muster to explore the possibilities. 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 AKA .* A105 .ASH *Q984 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 

•• 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a no trump opening 
consisting m^il; of prime cards 
(aces and kings!, with excellent sup- 
port for partner's suit. It is worth 
considerably more than a minimum 
no trump, and the way to advise 
partner or all the good news is to 
cue- bid your cheapest ace. Bid four 
diamonds. 



Lendl and Agassi progress 


Common fare: with prize stallions such as Desert Orchid, 
winner of this year's Cheltenham Gold Cup, often costing 
millions of dollars owning a racehorse has always ranked as a 
luxury of the rich along frith yachts and private jets... 

Sport of kings 
meets the massesi 


keenly fought international battle 
to build new racing dynasties. 

A spokesman for (he Dublin 
stockbrokers who organised the 
original flotation said: “if Sarato- 
gan wins (he 2,000 guineas Satur- 
day, he could be worth up to $12 
million. The colt has generated a 
lot of excitement over Classic 
Thoroughbreds.'* 

“It could not have been laun- 
ched at a worse time — the week 
of the crash of ’87. Shares were 
offered at 30 pence (45 cents). 
They dropped as low as 17 pence 
(25.5 cents) but are now up at 40 
pence (00 cents)." 

He reckoned that a win for 
Saratogan, whose Sire El Gran 
Senor won the 2,000 guineas so 
impressively in 1984, could boost 
the share price by anything up to 
25 per cent. 

“But there is a strong risk 
element attached to racing. No- 
thing is certain until you are past 
the post," he said. 

The list of the firm’s directors 
reads like a who's who of racing 


with O’Brien being joined by 
Cooimore stud chief John Mag- 
nier, Irish racing board chairman 
Michael Smut-fit and British foot- 
ball pools magnate Robert Sangs- 
ter, who has extensive racing in- 
terests in Ireland, Britian, the 
U.S. and Australia. 

Next in line are the institutions 
— all the major Irish pension 
fund managers — and last, but 
not least, the ordinary punter 
eager for a slice of this mil- 
lionaire’s game. 

O'Brien is eager to keep their 
interest at a peak, producing a 
regular newsletter on how each 
horse is doing. His son Charles 
produces the classic hotline, a 
telephone service updated twice a 
week with the latest racing plans. 

Cheap rate entrance fees to 
Irish racecourses have been 
negotiated and O'Brien hopes to 
organise a shareholders’ open day 
at Ballydoyle, the palatial stables 
in 'Connty Tipperary which have 
produced racing greats like Ni- 
jinsky and Sir Ivor. 


Chinese gracefully 
vie on the boards 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Chi- 
na's Yu Xiaoling finished ahead 
of teammate Gao Min. the Olym- 
pic springboard gold medalist, in 
the 1-metre springboard team 
competition Thursday at the 
World Diving Cup. 

Yu, 18, who said through an in- 
terpreter that diving keeps her 
from dating, scored 481.98 points 
for her 10 dives at the Indiana 
University Natatorium. Gao. 
who said she spends little time on 
the 1-meterboard had 468.24 
points. 

Daphne Jongejans of the 
Netherlands placed third among 
the 17 competitors with 429.15 
points and U.S. national cham- 
pion Julie Farell. making her 
debut in international competi- 
tion, was fourth with 426.12. 

Irina Lashko of the Soviet Un- 
ion placed fifth with 425.13 and 
American Reyne Borup. also 
making her international debut, 
was sixth with 41U.2S. 

The top J2 finishers advanced 
to the quarterfinals of the indi- 
vidual competition with the first 
four receiving byes into the semi- 
finals. 

■‘It's very difficult to say the 


feeling I have now because this is 
only preliminary,” said Yu. the 
Chinese national champion on 
the 1-metre board who. like other 
top Chinese divers, has left her 
family to train in Beijing. 

*Tm satisfied with the second 
but I want first place when it’s 
over,” said Gao. who set -the- 
women’s world scoring record on 
the three-metre springboard with 
614.07 poins last year in Canada. 

The 1-2 placing gave China 291 
points at the midway point of the 
six events in the team competi- 
tion. The United Siares. trying to 
defend the title it won two years 
ago, was second with 274 points. 
The Soviet Union was third at 
255. 

Meanwhile. Olympic platform 
bronze medalist Wendy Lian Wil- 
liams of the Lfnited States over- 
came the disappointment of plac- 
ing eighth in her speciality by 
advancing into the finals. 

Williams. 21, accumulated 
219.72 points for her four dives to 
lead the four quarterfinalists in 
her bracket. She then topped her 
semifinal bracket with a 257.79 
total. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Top-seeded Ivan Lendl 
warmed to the weather and defending champion 
Andre Agassi heated up after a slow start Thursday 
to move into the quarterfinals of the tournament of 
champions. 


Lendl used a powerful serve to 
beat Jordi Arrese of Spain 6-3, 
6-2. while Agassi rallied to eli- 
minate fellow teen-ager Jim 
Courier, 3-6. 6-3, 7-5. 

After several days of chilly, 
windy weather, the sun came out 
at the West Side tennis dub in 
Forest Hills. 

"The conditions were much 
easier today.” Lendl said. “It 
wasn't windy and it was fairly 
warm.” 

Agassi, the third seed, over- 
came an 0-3 start in the first set 
and a tender ankle to win his 
second three-setter in 16 hours. 

“He (Courier) is stronger than 
me and that makes it tough,” 
Agassi said. “1 have to beat him 
with my head and my ability to 
vary my shots.” 

Three other American seeds 
advanced to the quarterfinals — 
no. 6 Aaron Krickstein, no. 7 
Brad Gilbert and no. 8 Michael 
Chang. 

Kricksteisn beat Ilth-seeded 
Luiz Mattar of Brazil 6-4. 7-6 
(74). Gilbert defeated no. 10 
Slobodan Zivojinovec of Yugos- 
lavia 7-6 (9-7), 6-3 and Chang 
ousted no. 9 Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador 6-3, 7-6 l8-6). 

Agassi accidentally hit himself 
in the left ankle with his racket 
while serving at 3-4 in the final 
set, forcing him to favour the leg 
for a few minutes. But he went on 
to hold serve and break Courier 
in the next game for a 54 lead. 

Courier, an 18-year-old Flori- 
dian who turned pro last Febru- 
ary, broke right back to even the 
set by Agassi ended the two-hour 
match by taking the final two 
games. 

“The ankle bothered me for a 
while, but then it loosened up and 


I was OK,” Agassi said. 

Agassi said he was angered by 
Courier's failure to side with him 
on a close line cal) in the second 
game of the match. 

“I hit a serve that was clearly 


out and he hit back a winner.” 
Agassi said. “I couldn't believe 
he wouldn't say it was out. That 
really distracted me. From that 
point on, 1 really wanted to win.” 

Courier, ranked 55th in the 
world, was disheartened by the 
loss. 

Tm tired of losing big matches 
to big players. It's time for me to 
win those matches,” he said. 

Lendl had nine aces and 10 
service winners against Arrese, 


ranked 67th in the world. 

“I served well today and I was 
hitting my shots much deeper 
than yesterday,” Lendl said. “Ex- 
cept for a little lapse in the second 
set, I was pleased with the way I 
played.” 

Like a lot of players, Lendl is 
puzzled by the sudden downfall 
of Mats Wilander, who was 
beaten in straight sets Wednesday 
by Francesco Cancellotti oil 
Italy. 


The challenge of failure 


NEW YORK (R) — Andre 
Agassi has suffered something 
of a fall from grace in recenr 
months but says he wouldn't 
trade the experience for any- 
thing. 

The 19-year-old Agassi, the 
third seed and defending 
champion at the tournament of 
champions this week, was no- 
thing short of a sensation in 
1988. 

The teenager from Las 
Vegas exploded onto the scene 
with six singles titles as his 
ranking vaulted from 91 at the 
beginning of 1987 to third in 
the world by the end of 1988. 

But 1989 has so far been a 
struggle. 

The fifth-ranked Agassi, 
who has showD no signs of 
quitting in winning two three-set 
matches this week to reach the 
quarter-finals at Forest Hills, 
has set to play in a final this 
year and has been a regular, 
early-round upset victim. 

“I wasn't playing tennis at 
all.” Agassi said of the first 
three months of 1989. “I 
should have been playing the 
satellites... and maybe even 
juniors. Mentally the way I 
handled myself at the begin- 
ning of this year was a disgrace 
to myself.” 


Agassi said he expected 
something of a letdown after 
last year and was not worried 
until it started happening. 

“The next thing I know I'm 
breaking rackets,” he said. 
“But you Jive and Jearn and I 
wouldn't trade those three 
months for anything. 

“It taught me to appreciate 
what 1 have. In order to 
appreciate something you have 
to know what it’s like not to 
have it. 

“I guss you could basically 
say I gt too big for my britches. 
I just started walking on the 
court and thinking that maybe 
Tm bigger than the game.” 

After celebrating a hard- 
fought victory over American 
Jim Courier Thursday, Agassi 
said it has been a great feeling to 
start enjoying himself again. 

“Two months ago I never 
would have won a match like 
this.” he said. 

Agassi, who is undefeated in 
two years of Davis Cup play, 
said his attitude and his game 
began to turn around last 
month after helping the United 
States defeat France. 

“Everybody's kind of look- 
ing at me ready to label me as 
obnoxious, a flash in the pan... 
it's kind of like, well if he 


Vibrant, good-willed match atones for Sheffield 

Liverpool transcends grief 


LIVERPOOL (AP) — For 17 
days, they united in sadness and 
grief. On the 18th, they united 
again, this time in soccer. 

On a night of pride, passion 
and commitment, fans in this 
soccer-crazy city, where only the 
Beatles are treated with the same 
reverence, gave Liverpool and 
Everton and emotional welcome 
as the two rivals played each 
other in the area's first big game 
since the Hillsborough Stadium 
disaster. 

Everton fans cheered for Ever- 
ton, Liverpool fans for Liverpool. 
Together, they cheered for 
Merseyside, their region. 

“There is no better way to 
begin our rehabilitation than to 
play against Everton," Maureen 
Hollinghurst, a 58-year-old Liver- 
pool supporter, said as the 
“Reds" played their first league 
game since the April 15 Sheffield 
catastrophe when 95 Liverpool 
fans died at the FA cup semifinal. 

“What happened at Sheffield 
did not deter me from coming 
tonight. If it had done that, what 
did those fans die for?” she said. 

“If you're a soccer fan in this 


city, there are no geographical 
barriers, no religious divides. 
You may be Liverpool, you may 
be Everton. But first and fore- 
most, you’re Merseysiders." 

After a 0-0 draw played at a 
furious pace and with heaps of 
goalmouth action, the managers 
of both teams praised the 
togetherness of the 46,000 fans at 
Everton’s Goodison Park. 

“It was a tremendous occasion, 
and both sets of fans rose to it.” 
Liverpool’s Kenny Dalglish said. 

"Top marks to both sets of 
fans.” Everton ’s Colin Harvey 
said. “They were absolutely mag- 
nificent.” 

Franz Beckenbauer, the West 
German team manager and a 
guest at the game, said he had not 
seen such intensity of passion. 

“I have watched soccer all over 
the world, but I know 1 have 
never seen anything like this.” 
Beckenbauer said. “Such emo- 
tion." 

Families in this port city grow 
up with split loyalties but Everton 
blue mixed freely with Liverpool 
Red in the small side streets of 
houses outside the ground. 


Before the game, many fans 
went first to Liverpool’s Anfield 
Stadium, one mile (two 
kilometres) away across a recrea- 
tion park. 

In the days following the Hill- 
sborough disaster, fans placed 
many flowers at Anfield in tribute 
to the fans who died. Liverpool 
has yet to return there to play. 

“I just had to go pay my 
respects," said 17-year-old Ever- 
ton Fan Mark Thomas, a red- 
and- white Liverpool scarf draped 
around his blue-and-white shirt. 
“We are all one on Merseyside.” 

As they arrived at Goodison. 
supporters of both teams made 
donations to the Hillsborough 
disaster relief fund while each fan 
entering the stadium was pre- 
sented with a leaflet giving details 
of a telephone helpline for those 
still in need of counseling in the 
wake of the Hillsborough dis- 
aster. 

Inside, a 10-foot (three-metre) 
red-and-white banner behind one 
of the goals thanked the Everton 
fans for their support in the after- 
math of Sheffield. 


doesn't get his head together 
for his country, he never will." 

Agassi said coming back to 
defeat Henri Leconte after 
squandering the lead in the 
third set was a big turning 
point. 

“I’d been labelled as some- 
one who just kind of gives 
away sets and maybe even will 
give away a match," he said. 

“But to lose that (third) set 
being up eight match points oi 
six match points (actually five j 
and to come back and pin} 
even stronger, 1 think people 
wanted to see that from me." 

Agassi, a crowd favourite 
last year for his on-court 
antics, said it has been a sober- 
ing experience to realise how 
quickly fans can turn against 
you once you reach the top. 

“Thev re ready to pu.-h you 
up and then you get there and 
they’re ready to pull you 
down." he said. 

Wiluiidci ha- won onh one 
of It) tournaments since tu n- 
ing Lendl in rhe U.S. » 'pert 
final last September to r.d:e 
over the no. I ranking in t !•.>.• 
world. 

“If he cannot explain i;. 
obviously I cannot.” Lcr.j! 
said. 


Toshmtsk 


IT 7‘. 


to Roa'i 

Madrid 

MADRID (R) — Briton John 
Toshack is poised to take one o: 
soccer's plum jobs — coach .n 
Real Madrid, Spanish newspap- 
ers said Thursday. 

El Pais said the dub was offer- 
ing Toshack around 100 milt'n- 
pesetas ($850,000) for a coim.r 
which would initially last a yen- . 
about four times the a maun the p 
earning as coach at San Sebastian 
side Real Sociedad. 

In addition. Real would f.::> 
Real Sociedad up to $50 miHioi: 
pesetas ($425,000) for the move, 
since Toshack ’s contract there 
runs to June 1991. 

Diario 16 said it looked virtual- 
ly certain that Toshack would go 
to Real and if they were prepared 
to compensate Real Sociedad. 
there was little the Basque side 
could do to stop the move. 

Toshack himself was not im- 
mediately available for comment 
and Real Madrid would not con- 
firm the newspaper reports. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“Listen up, fat cells! If you 
leave my body, there’s a big 
juicy banana split for you over 
on the table!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
„ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Answer hero: U ^ TTmrxu r 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yestadav's I Jumbtea; M6ALY AFRA ‘ D OEBTOR ' 

Yesterdays! ^ ^ to be thb-'RE-FORMED" 


HOROSCOPE NOT 


Peanuts 




THE Daily Crossword by EHzabath Arthur 


IF YOU'RE H0N6RY ANP YOU 
REALLY WANT YOUR 5UPPER, 
YOU HAVE TO KNOW HOW TO 
STARE AT THE PACK. POOR... 


YOUR EYES HAVE TO FLASH 
LIKE THE EEACON FROM 
A LIGHTHOUSE! 


A G00P STARE CAN PEEL THE 
PAINT RIGHT OFF THE POOR ! 


ACROSS 
1 Oz. and lb. 


9 Taj Mahal site 

13 Before 

14 Flexible 

15 Das or oil 

16 Convert Into 


17 Engaged man 

18 Pay to play 

19 Party game 

22 Augury 

23 Abounds 

24 Gr. letter 

27 Fencing thrust 
30 Signs 
32 — ear and 
out- 

34 Baton derm 
or plasm 

35 Game with 
■ cup and 

discs: vsr. 

40 Eng. 
composer 

41 Tuscany city 

42 Festhrs time 
46 Plead 

50 Ruler abbr. 

51 Paragon 

$3 Patron saint 
of sailors 
54 Child’s game 
58 Garden pest 

60 Ms Lansbury 

61 Victory sign 

62 Ireland 

63 Saddle ring 

64 Sea eagle 

65 Performs 

66 Expunge 

67 Droll board 
bridals 

DOWN 

1 Kind of swab 

2 Shock 

3 Taste and 
small 

4 drier - 

5 Telephone 
sound 

6 ABey's lone 

7 Parts oi a 
toot 

6 Humid 



9 At a distance 

10 RHIe part 

11 Soak Bax 

12 Beverage 
14 Rank below 

cpL 

20 Interiors 

21 Doctrine 
25 Hts. 

28 Service man’s 
"home" 

28 Ampersand 

29 Money: abbr. 

31 Uttar Pradesh 

city 

33 Newspaper 
officials tor 
short 

35 Mine car _ 

36 Surround: sar. 44 Form thought 


37 They say ~ 
■Unde” 

38 Cyst 

39 Lout charge: 
abbr. 

40 Stand In.r- 
43 Succor 


45 Tosa In 
horseshoea 

47 Eeoto 
students 

48 Must! ip 
princes 

48 Keepsakes 
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Official reconciliation policy sows student discord 


Peking strike breaks up 


PEKING (R) — Some Chinese students drifted back 
to class Friday while others continued a two-week- 
old strike, as the democracy movement showed signs 
of a split in the face of an official policy of 
conciliation. 


One day after a mass pro- 
racy demonstration in Pek- 
ing. activists on several of the 
capital's campuses said most of 
the 811.01*) or so striking students 
would return to class by next 
week. 

Students said the decision left 
many protesters disappointed and 
disillusioned. 

"How can we end the strike 
when wc did not get anything 
from the government? We are 
just giving up." said a student at 
Peking University, which re- 
mained on strike Friday. 

Officials of the illegal student 
union which announced the end 
of rhe action defended the deci- 
sion. 

"Returning to class is just one 
of our tactics." said WangZhixin. 
21 . secretary-general of the union 
which coordinated the mass de- 
monstration Thursday, paralysing 


Peking for the second time in 
eight days. 

“We can go back to school, we 
can strike again. We want to 
show we have flexible methods." 

Thousands of students also 
marched for democratic reforms 
in at least 10 other cities. 

Wang said they decided to end 
the strike after successfully mar- 
shalling tens of thousands of ban- 
ner-carrying students through the 
centre Peking and seeing several 
conciliatory moves by the author- 
ities. 

"The government has taken a 
step back. Ending the strike can 
open up the road to more dia- 
logue." he said. 

Major newspapers covered 
Thursday's demonstration more 
fully than any other event during 
three weeks of unrest, partially 
answering a key demand by the 


protesters for open and accurate 
reports in the official media. 

In response to the students' 
demand for dialogue, govern- 
ment leaders have met with 
selected student groups to discuss 
their demands for freedom and 
democracy. 

Communist Party leader Zhao 
Ziyang gave the mildest response 
to the student movement from 
any government leader in a 
speech prominently reported in 
all newspapers Friday. 

Wang said several prominent 
radical members of the student 
committee resigned Thursday 
night in a disagreement with 
moderate members over tactics. 

Two who resigned had 
spearheaded the drive to give the 
government the ultimatum — 
talks with the independent union 
or another protest — that led to 
Thursday's demonstration. 

“There were problems with 
their analysis. Some of the things 
they supported were not accepted 
by the others.’’ Wang said. 

Wuerkaixi, a student at 
Teachers University, stepped 


down as chairman after just over 
a week, students said. His re- 
placement was not named in 
public. 

Student leaders at Peking Uni- 
versity, the nation's most presti- 
gious, were fiercely divided over 
whether to go back to dass Satur- 
day, students said. 

“Who announced the resump- 
tion of classes? Can you listen to 
the voice of your conscience?” 
asked a poster on the campus. 
Another, signed “A student 
weeping for democracy," spoke 
of “the mistake of returning to 
classes.” 

Wang said he understood that 
many students felt upset at re- 
turning to dass without a dear 
victory. 

“There are many things we 
haven’t gotten yet and many 
things we just cannot get from the 
government.” he said. 

He added the union planned to 
gain legitimacy through mass 
elections and apply to the govern- 
ment for legal recognition. He 
declined to say when the elections 
would be held. 


Slow pace seen as Colombo talks begin 


COLOMBO (AP) — Peace talks 
between the government and 
Tamil rebels will be "a slow- 
moving process." Foreign Minis- 
ter Ranjan Wijeratna predicted 
Friday as the two sides started 
their second session. 

He said President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa has instructed his 
seven-man negotiating team to 
examine in detail all grievances 
put forth by the Tamil militants. 

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Edam, whose six-year separatist 
war has claimed more than 9.000 
lives, dispatched five negotiators 
on a courtesy visit to Premadasa 
Thursday night after the first 
round of talks. It was the first 
time senior Tiger leaders were 
known to have met a Sri Lankan 
president since the insurrection 
by their ethnic minority started in 
1983. 

"The discussions will cover all 
Tamil grievances and will be a 
slow-moving process." Wijeratna 


said Friday just before the talks 
resumed at 10 a.m. (0430 GMT). 

Tamils, who make up 18 per 
cent of Sri Lanka’s 16 million 
people, say the Sinhalese major- 
ity discriminates against them in 
language, jobs, education and use 
of the Sinhala language. 

The talks between the Tigers 
and the government are taking 
place at a luxury hotel in the 
centre of Colombo, according to 
sources who spoke on condition 
the hotel was not identified. 

No additional security was visi- 
ble outside the hotel, but witnes- 
ses said Friday one elevator has 
been set aside for the negotiators' 
use and stops only on the 14th 
floor where they meet. 

The greatest security Threat 
presumably would come from 
radicals within the Sinhalese 
ethnic majority. The People's Li- 
beration From, an ultranational- 
ist Sinhalese group with Marxist 
origins, has embarked on its own 


campaign on assassinations and 
bombings against the Sinhalese- 
dominated government. 

The front, which says the gov- 
ernment is making too many con- 
cessions to Tamils, has killed 
more than 3,500 people in the last 
two years, according to govern- 
ment reports. Most of the victims 
were Sinhalese politicians, 
bureaucrats and supporters of 
government policies. 

Railroad officials blamed the 
front for the derailment of a 
government-operated freight 
train in southern Sri Lanka Fri- 
day morning. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said no 
one was injured but seven cars 
ran off the tracks where some 
railway ties had been removed. 

The derailment happened in 
Weligama as the train headed to 
Matara. 120 kilometres south of 
Colombo. Premadasa is expected 
in Matara later Friday on a visit 


that was scheduled before the 
derailment. 

Most of the 9,000 victims in the 
Tamil separatist war were 
Sinhalese civilians who were shot 
or hacked to death in village 
massacres or killed in bombing 
attacks on buses and trains. 

Rival Tamil militant groups 
also have been attacked, along 
with members of the small Mus- 
lim minority. At least 860 Indian 
soldiers died trying to disarm the 
Tigers and enforce a 1987 Indian- 
brokered peace plan. 

India, the- region's biggest 
military and political power, got 
involved in the matter because of 
the political clout of its own 
60-million-member Tamil 
minority. 

Sri Lankan Tamils, like most 
Indians, are Hindus. The 
Sinhalese, who make up 75 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's people, are 
mostly Buddhists. 


IRA warns Thatcher with 
bloody attacks on anniversar 




DUBLIN (R.i — The Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) marking 
Margaret Thatcher's 10th 
anniversary in power with two 
killings, warned the British prime 
minister there was no military 
■.elution to the Irish question. 

In a carefully orchestrated up- 
surge of violence in Northern 
Ireland. IRA guerrillas killed a 
Briti.-di soldier and a prison offic- 
er Thursday in two separate car 
bomb attacks in the border area 
known as "bandit country." 

The IRA. fighting to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland in 
a 20-year guerrilla campaign that 
has cost almost 3,000 lives, then 
issued a statement to the media in 
Dublin and Belfast to show the 


killings had been carefully timed. 

“We remind the British people 
on the 10th anniversary of 
Thatcher's government that the 
Irish question remains unresolved 
and cannot be resolved by milit- 
ary policies," it said. 

The IRA pledged to continue 
its campaign of bombings and 
shootings if Thatcher continued 
to press for military goals. 

In 1984, the guerrilla group 
narrowly failed to assassinate 
Thatcher, killing five people in 
the British seaside hotel where 
she was staying for her conserva- 
tive party’s annual conference. 

After that near miss, the IRA 
said “Today we were unlucky, 
but remember we only have to be 


lucky once. You will have to be 
lucky always.” 

The latest IRA killings and its 
followup statement were conde- 
mned in both Northern Ireland 
and tbe Irish Republic. 

Moderate nationalist Seamus 
Mallon, from Northern Ireland's 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Party, said the deaths were “the 
result of the IRA’s bloodlust and 
desire to inflict their will on the 
people of south Armagh where 
they have carried out a campaign 
of fear and brutal death almost 
unparalleled.” 

Dublin's Irish Times Friday ac- 
cused the IRA of hypocrisy for 
telling Thatcher there could be no 
military solution for this divided 
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Margaret Thatcher 
island. 

“Coming, from a paramilitary 
organisation in a statement 
admitting responsibility for cold- 
blooded murder, it adds insult to 
obscenity,” the paper said. 



An injured woman and her child are the only Bangladesh village devastated by last week's tor- 
survivors of a seven-member family in Shaluria, a nado. 

Diarrhoea claims 1,000 Bangladeshis 


DHAKA (R) — A fast-spreading diarrhoea 
epidemic has killed at least 1.000 people and 
infected 20.000 in Bangladesh since February, 
according to health officials. 

They said Thursday hospitals in the worst- 
affected coastal areas were overflowing, with 
hundreds of patients arriving everyday. 

Some patients registered as diarrhoea cases 
actually had cholera, a disease officially non- 


existent in Bangladesh, a doctor in Barisal district 
said. 

The doctor, who asked not to be identified, 
said shortage of injectable saline and other 
medicine had caused serious problems. 

Diarrhoea and other ailments caused by con- 
taminated water and rotten food killed more than 
700 people iast year during Bangladesh's worst 
monsoon floods. 


ill increases cancer risk — survey 


LONDON (R) — Young women 
who take contraceptive pills for 
four years or more run an in- 
creased risk of developing breast 
cancer, according to a study pub- 
lished in the Lancet Medical 
Journal Friday. 

The five-year study, the largest 
of its kind, focused on British 
women under the age of 3b. It sad 
four in eight years on popular 
brands «■! me pill increased the 
risk of breast cancer by 411 per 
cent, while more than eight years 
increased the risk by ahoul 71 1 per 
cent. 

"Wc don't know whether this 
risk lasts beyond the age of 36." 


Dr. Klim McPherson of Oxford 
University, one of the study's 
authors, told a news conference. 

The report said: “The most 
consistent interpretation of out 
results and those from previous 
studies is perhaps tha( the excess 
risk is transient and diminishes or 
disappears at older ages. 

“The possibility remains, 
however, that prolonged oral 
contraceptive use beginning at an 
early age produces a persistent 
and subs tan tail increase in risk.” 

"Women should aim for the 
lowest-dose pill for the shortest 
possible time,” Clair Olivers of 


the Cancer Research Campaign, 
co- funders of the survery. advised 
at the news conference. 

“Women who are not having 
intercourse should stop taking 
it,” she said. 

The researchers stressed that 
the risks had to be kept in pers- 
pective. 

“Breast cancer is uncommon 
below age 36. the age group that 
was studied. Only one woman in 
500 develops the disease before 
age 36, so even a 70 per cent 
increase in risk would only put 
the chances of developing breast 
cancer by this age up to about one 
in 300.” the researchers said. 


Earlier studies on the rela- 
tionship between the pill and 
breast cancer have reached con- 
flicting results. Last January, a 
U.S- Food and Drug administra- 
tion committee of experts de- 
clared that recent research on 
possible links between the pill 
and breast cancer was inconclu- 
sive. 

The research also found a prog- 
estogen-only pill, known as the 
mini-pill, may actually protect 
against cancer but the report said 
further study was needed. 

The survey was made on 1 .049 
British patients and the same 
number of controls. 


NOLIMEA. New Caledonia 
( AP) — Three men were being 
held for questioning in the 
slaying of the two senior lead- 
ers of the independence move- 
ment in this French Pacific 
territory, prosecutors said 
Friday. 

Premiet Michel Rocard was 
to fly to New Caledonia Friday 
to attend the funeral Sunday of 
Jean-Marie Tjibaou, president 
of the Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front ( FLNKS 1. 
and his top assistant. Yeiwene 
Yeiwene. 

The two men were shot to 
death Thursday by Djubelly 
Wea, an opponent of Tjibaou ‘s 
moderate policies of the past 
nine months, authorities said. 
Wea. in turn, was killed by 
Tjibaou’s bodyguards im- 
mediately after the attack, 
which occurred on the outlying 
island of Ouvea. 

The three in custody for qes- 
tioning were identified by the 
prosecutor's office as Paoula 
Wea. a nephew of Djubelly 
Wea: Andre Tangopi; and Fes- 
sen Tuet. Authorities provided 
no details on their alleged in- 
volvement in the attack. 

Tangopi was wounded in the 
exchange of gunfire and was 
under police guard in the hos- 
pital at Noumea, the provincial 
capital, after being transported 
from Ouvea. 

The senior surviving leader 
of the FLNKS, Leopold Jore- 
die. said Friday the organisa- 
tion would stick to its commit- 
ment to participate peacefully 
in a process started last year 
that is to culminate in a i998 
referendum on independence. 

"The word of Jean-Marie 
Tjibaou will be respected and 



Jean-Marie Tjibaou 

we pledge to make sure that 
the process is followed to its 
conclusion." Joredie said in an 
interview on French Televi- 
sion. 

Joredie. who was a witness 
to the killings, said he thought 
at least five or six gunmen were 
involved. 

The FLNKS announced Fri- 
day it was calling off cere- 
monies planned on Ouvea to 
mark the first anniversary of 
the May 5 assault by French 
military gendarmes on a cave 
where separatists were holding 
more than 20 other gendarmes 
hostage. The fighting left 19 of 
the hostage- takers and two 
gendarmes dead. 

Tjibaou, Yeiwene and Jore- 
die were in Ouvea to take part 
in the ceremonies when Thurs- 


day's attack occurred. 

Native Melanesians, known 
as Kanaks, make up 43 per 
cent of the inhabitants of New 
Caledonia, a group of islands 
1.600 kilometres east of Au- 
stralia. Most favour independ- 
ence. European settlers and 
their descendants make up 37 
per cent, nearly all of whom 
want to remain part of France. 

The rest of the people are 
Polynesians and Asians, also 
favourable to retaining the link 
to France. But the Melanesian 
population is growing much 
taster than the others, and is 
expected to be in the majority 
again early in the next century'. 

Elections called off 

Rocard said later Friday he 
was postponing local elections of 
New Caledonia. 

He said in a radio interview 
before leaving Paris for the funer- 
als of Tjibaou and Yeiwene that 
the elections were being sus- 
pended to allow time for tribal 
mourning. 

The move effectively derailed 
the schedule for a handover of 
power by Paris, which imposed 
direct rule last year, to regional 
councils that were to have been 
elected in a June 11 ballot. He 
gave no indication of when the 
vote might take place. 

The elections were part of the 
pact signed last August. 

Rocard told Radio France In- 
ternationale that he would not 
give up his battle to end violence 
in New Caledonia. He denied 
that the peace plan, which he 
negotiated, was in tatters. 

“Wc have to mobilise more 
energy, more strength and more 
conviction.” he said. 


North guilty verdict — first chapter in a long, drawn-out saga 


By Deborah Zabarenko 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The Oliv- 
er North verdict is the first 
chapter in an Iran-contra court 
Saga whose next scheduled epi- 
sodes involve :i retired admir- 
al. two arms dealers — and 
probably more controversy for 
George Bush and Ronald 
Reagan. 

The jury, which tried North 
on 12 criminal charges in the 
scandal, found him guilty on 
three counts and innocent of 
the remaining nine. 

North K subject to possible 

T. r-.n:.':!.-. 01 It' years 

\ i in fines 
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sentences him June 23. 

The jury found North guilty 
of one count of helping to 
obstruct Congress’s efforts to 
learn about Iran-contra opera- 


tions in 1986. one count of 
shredding official U.S. docu- 
ments sought by investigators, 
and one count of personal 
financial misconduct in accept- 
ing the gift of a $14,000 home 
security fence. 

Next on the Iran-contra 
docket is retired Vice-Admiral 
John Poindexter, North's for- 
mer boss as national security 
adviser in the Reagan White 
House. 

His trial could begin in 
September and seems likely to 
continue where the North pro- 
ceedings left off in reviving 
questions of whether Bush, as 
vice president under Reagan, 
played a bigger role than he 
has admitted in coven U.S. 
efforts to run money and guns 
to Nicaragua’s contra rebels. 

Later trials are planned for 
retired air force Major General 
Richard Secord and financier 


Albert Hakim, key figures in 
Iran-contra operations run 
from the White House by 
North. 

North, Poindexter, Secord 
and Hakim were indicted in 
March 1988 for their roles in 
the secret sales of U.S. arms to 
Iran and the funnelling of pro- 
ceeds to the contras as part of 
efforts to support the rebels 
during a ban on official U.S. 
aid. 

North would presumably 
make a star prosecution wit- 
ness at the trials of the other 
three. But it would be difficult 
to compel him to testify if he 
were still in appeals from bis 
own case. Prosecutors have re- 
fused to discuss their plans. 

Poindexter's trial on seven 
charges could implicate White 
House higher-ups in a way that 
North’s did not, because three 


of the charges — conspiracy, 
theft and wire fraud — were 
dropped in North’s case but 
restored for Poindexter’s. 

These charges go directly Co 
the Iran-contra operations, 
where North’s pertained only 
to their cover-up and other 
peripheral activity. They also 
imply cooperation with others, 
so that prosecutors would need 
to produce evidence of who 
Poindexter’s co-conspirators 


The upcoming trials could 
also dredge up more docu- 
ments troublesome for Bush, 
especially if Congress follows 
up its threat to launch a new 
investigation into the scandal. 

Leaders of the fran-contra 
investigating committee have 
complained bitterly that docu- 
ments used at North's trial 


congressional hearings. 

The only actual news about 
the Iran-contra plan to emerge 
from North’s trial was con- 
tained in a government 
“admission of facts" and 
memos culled from the files of 
Poindexter’s predecessor as 
national security adviser. 
Robert McFarlane. 

These documents suggested 
Bush and Reagan were in- 
volved in a deal to give aid to 
Honduras in exchange for 
Honduran help for the contras. 
Bush denied Thursday there 
was any such deal. 

Softening the potential dan- 
ger to Bush of further revela- 
tions on this subject is the fact 
that the scandal that sizzled in 
1986 has cooled as a public 
issue. 

“There is a mood out there 
fi&at tends to look the other 


way... a head-in-the-sand con- 
tentment in the land." said 
Marvin Kalb, a veteran 
Washington news correspon- 
dent now at Harvard Universi- 
ty’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. “If there is no 
hard. dear, written evidence of 
a Bush involvement, it will 
have no impact on the pres- 
idency.” 

Nonetheless, increased scru- 
tiny of the scandal could mean 
further embarrassment for 
Bush and Reagan. 

Criticism of Reagan in inves- 
tigative reports has focused on 
his claim he did not know what 
North and others were up to. 

“Deep down 1 do not believe 
they're going to touch Bush,” 
said Columbia University his- 
tory Professor Henry Graff, an 
expert on the American pres- 
idency. “People will feel that 


(the scandal) was caused by a 
bunch of guys running wild in 
the White House basement/' 

Bui that could change if the 
Honduran episode resurfaces 
in the upcoming trials or in a 
reopening of congressional in- 
vestigations into the scandal. 

If it is proved that Bush was 
intimately involved in efforts 
to rirumvent the congressional 
aid ban by persuading third 
countries to intervene. Bush 
would look like a liar in view of 
his repeated assertions that he 
played no such role. . 

If he indeed knew nothing 
about the plan and was only an 
unwitting emissary for Reagan, 
he might look like a dupe. 

“He either looks dumb or he 
looks devious.” said John Ban- 
zhaf, professor of law and legal 
activism at George Washing- 
ton University. 



3 held in killing of Kanak 
leaders; Rocard cancels polls 


More equality 
in Switzerland 

BERN (AP) — The Swiss border 
guard corps will be opened for 
women in 1990. toppling the last 
civilian male bastion at the feder- 
al government level, an official 
announcement said Tuesday. The 
Finance Ministry, which controls 
the border guard, said the move 
was part of efforts to ensure 
greater sexual equality in Switzer- 
land, where women got the right 
to vote in national affairs only in 
1971. Women border guards will 
be barred from paramilitary 
duties which their male col- 
leagues could assume in a crisis, a 
ministry statement said. After 
Tuesday's decision, only certain 
Defence Ministry activities such 
as military instruction remain aJI- 
maie domains, fedeal personnel 
office official Mariette Bottinelii 
said. Angelo Valsangiacomo. 
head of the border guard, said the 
opening to women could help 
ease recent recruiting problems. 

Gunmen arrested 
during Di visit 

CARDIFF. Wales (AP) — A 
man with a gun was arrested 
outside a train station in South 
Wales Tuesday while Princess Di- 
ana was inside launching an edu- 
cational train, police said. Repor- 
ters at the station in Cardiff said 
the gun was believed to be a 
gas-powered air pistol. Bucking- 
ham Palace said the princess was 
only told of the arrest after she 
left the station. South Wales 
police said they did not believe 
there was a direct connection 
between the royal visit- and the 
unidentified 41 -year-old man who 
was arrested outside the Red 
Dragon pub on the forecourt of the 
station, behind a sidewalk securin' 
barrier. A staff member at the Red 
wearing a long coat and holding a 
shopping bag. was arrested by 
police. 

Bush announces 
White House ‘lid’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
voice on the White House press 
room loudspeaker Tuesday was 
familiar but the message was a 
presidential fiist. “Ladies and 
gentlemen of the press, the presi- 
dent having gone home for the 
day, there is a lid on." George 
Bush said. A “lid" is a White 
House term that means no more 
news is expected and reporters and 
photographers can safely leave 
for the day. The announcement 
of a lid, keenly awaited by de- 
nizens of the White House press 
room at the close of business each 
day. is ordinarily made by a 
presidential aide. But Bush did 
the honours himself, after passing 
the press room at 6:40 p.m. EDT 
Tuesday (2240 GMT) and asking 
why journalists were still sitting 
around. Told that everyone was 
awaiting a "lid," he picked up a 
microphone and declared one af- 
ter getting an explanation of the 
term. He became the first chief 
executive in memory to do so. 

Hank Williams’ 
‘daughter’ in court 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (API 
— A woman who spent several 
yeans trying to prove she is the 
daughter and heir of country 
music legend Hank Williams Sr. H 
back in court again. Cathy Deup- 
ree Adkinson has filed a S5- 
million Miit against the estate of 
her adoptive parents. Wayne and 
Louise Deupree. claiming she 
was defrauded. Mrs. Deupree 
died of cancer in December 1VB7. 
shortly after a will was drawn up 
cutting the plaintiff out of her 
estate. Wayne Deupree died of 
cancer in 1983. An attorney for 
other members of the family 
nied any fraud. A judge ruled in 
1987 that Mrs. Adkinson is 
natural child of Hank Williams 
Sr..“ who recorded songs such as 
"Your Cheatin’ Heart" and "I'm 
So Lonesome 1 Could Cry.” Wil- 
liams died in 1953. five days 
before Mrs. Adkinson was bom. 
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